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Monday, Sept. 28, 2026
The Lido (Rd of 64)
Garrett Rank, Canada
1up over Michael Padilla

Q: 1st round of match play went all the way down to 18. Can you just talk me through the match out there? 

Rank: Yeah, it was a lot of fun. We both started off really well and then I grabbed a bunch of holes early there. I went 3 up and he made a nice putt on number 6 and then he hit 2 great shots and 7 to make an eagle and I wasn't beating that. He just hung around and near the end, we were just kind of survival mode the last couple holes and we had some good shots, but just couldn't get the putts to fall. He was he was a great player and was consistently 30 yards longer than me, and I hit it a long, long way. So, it's funny how, you know, at 40 years old, you're not the young buck here anymore. He made a great birdie on 17 that I couldn't answer, and then was lucky enough to par 18 to get it done. That's kind of the way these things go.

Q: Well, you said you're not the young buck anymore, but you are five for five now in making Mid Am match play. What is it about this championship that helps your game rise to the occasion?

Rank: Yeah, probably like a confidence level knowing that, you know, you're you've played all summer to be ready for this event, which is at the end of the summer. It's always circled on the calendar and hopefully I can play. I haven't been able to play the last couple of years. So to be out here and enjoy it. And it's been great so far.  The weather's awesome. Golf course is really, really challenging, super cool and interesting. And, yeah, just happy to be here.

Q: How are you feeling about your game and do you think you have what it takes this week?

Rank: Yeah, the game's a good spot. Winning up in Canada was good for the confidence. I hadn't done that in 10 years, so it was good to get in the victory circle again. It’s match play, anything can happen. You just try and play solid as you can. Some days you run up to a guy that's playing better than you, and other days you run up to a guy that's playing worse than you. So, um, yeah, you just try to play as well as you can and kind of see what happens, you know, at this point. All these guys are great players and everybody was playing this week's a great player.  So, you know, anybody could win this thing.

Q: NHL background and prep for this year’s season?

Rank: Yeah, so it's my 12th year full-time with the NHL. Early on in September, the 2nd weekend of September, we had training camp in Buffalo. So I was at training camp, left training camp, flew to Philadelphia to play the Crump Cup at Pine Valley. Then went home, worked 2 hockey games, and then flew out here to play this. My wife at home is not very happy with me, but I've been gone for like 20 days now. So, hopefully I can make it a few more days and then we can go home and rest up. My first NHL game is on Saturday.
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