[image: ]U.S. Mid-Amateur
Monday, Sept. 28, 2026
The Lido (Rd of 64)
[Stewart Hagestad, Newport Beach, Calif.
2-and-1 over Sam Grindle

Q: Won three straight holes between 11 and 13; turning point of the match?
Hagestad: On paper for sure. He kind of gave me 11 and 12, and then he actually made a really good up and down [for par] on 13, but then I made a nice [5-foot] birdie putt, had a good wedge shot up there. Then he made a really nice birdie on 14. I was kind of like, okay. Good putt. And then on 15, I kind of gave it to him, so that was sloppy on my end. We both hit poor tee shots, but he recovered better, and then on 16, we... he was short. I was long [and] right. I thought he had a really good tee ball. Hit a bunker shot up there to, like, a foot and a half, and then I had just a really, really good shot to conceded range. 

There was a moment there where it felt like it could get a little [too] close for comfort than we would have liked. 

Q: Obviously, this course has a lot of nuances to it. You've now played it three times, once in a practice round, once in stroke play and now a match. Are you feeling a little more comfortable with it? 
Hagestad: There's a lot of humps and bumps and mounds, and it's got a lot of kind of linksy-ness to it. So, you can be as comfortable as you want, but there's definitely still some elements of luck. I think that you can be as comfortable as you want. You can become more comfortable with driving lines and all that, but like, you still got to hit good shots and then hopefully it ends up where you're hoping for it to be. 

Q: Does match-play experience come in handy, especially in the early rounds if you are facing someone not as seasoned in the format?
Hagestad: When you get to like this level, everyone is really good. Definitely there's a lot of tournament reps and experience that's there, but it doesn't help your cause when you're a little sloppy at times, and you give a couple of holes [away].
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