[image: ]U.S. Mid-Amateur
Monday, Sept. 28, 2026
The Lido (Rd of 64)
[Drew Kittleson, Scottsdale, Ariz.
2-and-1 over Stephen Behr

Q: Four up to 1 up, he made a match of it?
Kittleson: And I should have should have got to five, but it's all right. 

Q: Destined to play each other the last two years in the Mid-Am, but it never happened, finally drew a matchup?
Kittleson: We've played a bunch of golf together. He's such a nice guy. Very nice. It was good match. I probably should have... finished earlier, but happy to win. 

Q: This course has so many nuances that pars are winning a lot of holes?
Kittleson: Sometimes you hit it a good one, sometimes you don't, and then you figure it out from that. 

Q: You obviously new Stephen’s credentials, ranked inside the top 200 in the WAGR?
Kittleson: Not me. [I] don't play as much as he does. He's such a nice guy. He's such a nice human. And we played a lot of golf together. 

(Both went to ACC schools but Behr is four years younger.)

Q: Pretty tough draw for an opening-round match?
Kittleson: Maybe I should have bogeyed the last [hole of stroke play]…I think that's probably fair (raise focus when playing a top guy). I think you maybe your brain's a little sharper, but also in this day and age, you're going to have to play pretty good. With this course, there's an aspect of don't lose it versus win it. (A lot of holes being won with pars). You're just hitting on the fine line there of birdies versus pars.

(Won par-5 17th with a conceded birdie, hit a wedge from a greenside bunker to 4 feet after Behr missed the green with his third.)

Q: Do anything special to get 4 up?
Kittleson: I played the the really hard holes into the breeze [on the front nine]...Played them great. Had eight feet for birdie [on No. 4]... The downwind holes you can really get. The into-the-wind holes are brutal. 
(Sold his share of the family business but still involved. Consulting. Hasn’t stopped working)
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