[image: ]U.S. Mid-Amateur
Sunday, Sept. 27, 2026
Sand Valley
[Matthew Paradis, Naples, Fla.
5-under 137 (69-68, stroke play)


Q: Bogey-free round. The only one at Sand Valley today? 
Paradis: It was good to be in a somewhat comfortable position coming into the day where I could play it a little more conservative. There's a lot of what I call sucker pins out here that you can't really go at. So I was playing to the middle of the greens and made a couple good par saves.

Q: Do you take a different attitude for match play?
Paradis: I think I'm gonna kind of stick with the same game plan. I think the fat of these greens is really key. And if you can make pars out here, I think you can win a lot of holes. But it'll be nice to be able to see other guys if they're close. You can play it a little more aggressive. So we'll switch it up with what we see. 

(Full-time caddie at Calusa Pines in Naples, Fla. 7 months out of the year. Also works the other 5 months at a club repair shop called the Golf Guys. Had 11 wins at Southern New Hampshire University, a Division II school)

Q: Have you exceeded expectations this week?
Paradis: I played a US Amateur at Pebble Beach in 2018 and then played last year at Troon [Country Club] in the Mid-Am. I made the cut at Truon. Lost on the 18th hole in my first match. I was the 23 seed. [Marc Dull] holed out from 120 yards to beat me on 18. I hit it to like 4 feet and Dull holes out from 120. That knocked me out. But it did exceed expectations. I've been playing pretty good coming into [this week]. But I was happy that I played making one bogey in 36 holes.
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