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Saturday, Sept. 26, 2026
Sand Valley
[Phillip Mollica, Charleston, S.C
5-under 66 (first round, stroke play)
Q: Were you thinking about shooting a 29 on the back nine with the par-5 finisher?
Mollica: I really wasn't, but yeah, I honestly just played it in a practice round [on Friday]. I still yet to hit the fairway, so I'm kind of mad about that. Yeah, kind of jittery, iffy start and just kind of got settled in a little bit on the back and make a few putts. 

Q: Made an eagle on 10. Hit that green? Then three consecutive birdies from 15?
Mollica: Knocked it on the green with a hybrid, 20 feet or so for eagle. Made that...  Yeah, had some good shots [down the stretch]. Made a 5-footer on 15. Then a good 9 iron in there about 10 feet on 16 and then hit a really good 4 iron on 17, got lucky with the bowl green.

Q: Not a ton of low scores on Sand Valley today?
Mollica: I haven't seen any of them. First time seeing the course was yesterday. It feels like it's pretty gettable, but you get on the wrong side of some of these greens and it can make things quite difficult. It's a good test. Fun golf course. 

Q: First mid-am?
Mollica: Played in 2024 at Kinloch. 

Q: Reinstated when? 
Mollica: That was probably 4 years ago....Pro about 7 seven years. I caddied on tour for about 3.5 years for Patton Kazzire, but I didn't really play professional events during that time. Played the Korn Ferry Tour one year. I couldn't break 80.

Q: What prompted you to retire from that?
Mollica: Gave it a go for a while and some funds and everything didn't turn into how I wanted to, but just kind of fell into the job of caddieing and did that for a few years. (Now in the insurance industry for a company out of Baltimore. 

Lives in Charleston. Member at CC of Charleston. Went to Clemson. Grew up in Anderson, S.C., small town near Greenville. Graduated from Clemson in 2009.

Q: How do you attack The Lido on Sunday?
Mollica: I just saw it once. Obviously, an old CB McDonald. Country Club of Charleston is a [Seth] Raynor [design]. So a lot of similar green complexes. It'll be fun. Good test.
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