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Saturday, Sept. 26, 2026
Sand Valley
[Michael Busse],
Rochester Hills, Mich.
2-under 69 (first round, stroke play)
Q: Nice round today. Not many sub-70 scores at either venue. What's the biggest challenge?
Busse: It's extremely firm. For me anyway, it's not like the normal kind of golf I play where you can fly it up by the cup and stop it. It's more you have to plan out where you want to land it, use the slopes and whatnot. It's a little unpredictable.

Q:  Not sure you have played in the UK or Ireland, but is it more typical links-style golf?
Busse: I've not been over there, but my home course (Indianwood Golf & Country Club), one of the 18s is a links-style course. They have the Old Course, which is the links-style venue, and then the New Course. A little preparation for [this event]. It's not nearly as firm as this, but yeah, it was good practice leading up. 

Q: Brief pro career after college at Austin Peay?
Busse: I did it for a couple of years, and I gave myself kind of a timeline. I never got the status anywhere. Mini tours. Tried Q-School. So figured I got to go and get a get a job, right? 

Q: Parents are both PGA Class A professionals?
Busse: Yep, in Michigan. My mom (Mary Jo) just retired from Great Oaks Country Club in Rochester, Michigan. And then my dad (Perry), he still works a couple days a week at a course called Brookwood Golf Club in Rochester Hills, Michigan. It's a big advantage having 2 parents that are able to help you with your golf swing. Both helped a lot. Sometimes, one of them would be open with more of a technical side of the swing, and then course management for the other, and then vice versa. It was a good mix. 

(Parents played at Northern Iowa and Iowa State; dad competed in the 1986 and 1987 U.S. Amateur Public Links. Mom never qualified for a USGA championship; dad also tried competing for a couple of years out of college; mom tried one winter in Florida)

(Second USGA event for Michael. 2019 U.S. Amateur Four-Ball at Bandon Dunes while a junior at Austin Peay.)

Q: Any strategy for The Lido on Sunday?
Busse: I wouldn't say necessarily [different]. I'm not changing anything about what I'm planning on doing. It's a little different in the sense of you don't get to see where your shots are landing on a lot of the holes. Just commit to the lines that I picked out in the practice round and going from there. 

(Had one eagle at Sand Valley; par-5 10th hole. Made a 25-footer after reaching the green in two)
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