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Saturday, Sept. 26, 2026
The Lido
Matthew Paradis,
Naples, Fla.
2-under 69 (first round, stroke play)

Q. All right, well, maybe not that the finish you wanted, but still a great score out there under par. Can you talk us through the round?

Paradis: Yeah, um, I got off to a pretty steady start. I made a couple birdies early in the front and I made that turn 2 under and kind of just told myself, like, I knew how hard it's playing out here. The wind started to pick up, and I just really tried to play some strategy golf, and it drove the ball really good, which helps out here. And then was just kind of really playing away from the trouble into the greens. They're big greens. So if you can take your medicine a little bit, hit it into the middle greens, and, kind of just made a lot of pars in the back, and I know it looks like a bogey on the scorecard in 18, but it was actually a really good bogey from a plugged lie in the bunker that I had to hit, you know, 10 feet, I chunk it out, and,  4 iron still into the green and ended up ended up making a good 5 there. So all around good day for sure. 

Q: Can you just tell me a little bit about your personal life? 

Paradis: So, I did EMT Firefighter Academy right out of high school, had all my firefighting stuff and ended up going to college after that. I played at D-2, Southern New Hampshire University, back where I'm from. So, the firefighting kind of got put on old, um, graduated college and went down to Naples, Florida, and started caddying there at a club called Calusa Pines. I’ve been down there for 7 years now. I tried to play for 4 or so years. I played some mini tour stuff down there and never really had great success trying to work and play at the same time. I got my amateur status back about 2.5 years ago. Just caddying full time now and focusing on some family life. Got a kid on the way in 3 months, so life's been good. 

Q: How about Sand Valley tomorrow? Can you compare it to this course? 

Paradis: Yeah, it feels pretty similar. Driving it there is a little bit easier in my eyes because you can visualize a lot of stuff out here on Lido. There's a lot of blind shots. So, I really take pride in my in driving the golf ball. I’m not very long, but it can go where I want. So I'm hoping I can just keep it in play out there tomorrow and missing the right spots is key around here because there's one bad shot and you're in trouble.
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