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Saturday, Sept. 26, 2026
The Lido
John Eades,
Charlotte, N.C.
2-under 69 (first round, stroke play)

Q. Nice playing today. You’re at the top of the leaderboard. Can you talk us through the round?

Eades: You just gotta stay patient out there. It's getting firm and fast and when you get your chances, you have to take advantage of it. Try not to beat yourself up too much when you get it 80 feet from the hole. Just battle. Those are the kind of conditions today. So, it was good. I bogeyed the 1st hole, and then just found my way back through it, made a couple birdies in the front 9 to get the 3 under, and then made a bogey on the back. It's like a par five, but it's par four. So, but it was a good round. 

Q: What were expectations coming into this week? I know you're just surprised to see top of the leaderboard there. 

Eades: Yeah, this is my 10th USGA event, and I've never really played particularly well in stroke play. I think I made it bigger than it needed to be, mentally, just that it was, like, a bigger tournament, and just tried to lower the expectations knowing that I haven't been playing a ton. So I think that helped a little bit, just try to compete as much as I could knowing that it would be a tough golf course. It’s a good way to not feel like I had to be perfect, just try to make progress on each hole and be as focused as I could.

Q: Can you tell me a little bit about your personal life, work, family, what's going on? This is the mid-am after all.

Eades: Yeah, I'm 43. I have 2 kids. 14 and 11. I run a leadership development and a sales training company, and love competition, always have. I'm the middle school football coach for the Holy Trinity Bulldogs. We had a bye week this week, so iit got me here. It’s just great. The USGA does such a good job. It becomes something to look forward to and work through in their championship season. I read a newsletter called The Optimistic Outlook, and I read about just going in with my mentality that was that there's nothing to lose, just go play as, and be compete as hard as you can, and let the outcome be what the outcome is. And I gotta do the same thing tomorrow, so that's all.
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