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U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur

Monday, August 31, 2026
Montclair Golf Club

lvy Shepherd

Peachtree City, Ga.
Def. Sarah Spicer-Baldwin, 1 up (Round of 64)

Q. Dramaitic finish with your birdie on the last hole following a wayward drive on 17. What was going
through your mind on the 18" tee?

Shepherd: Wayward is an understatement. No, | felt good. | told myself the whole game plan was to
play for even par. But | kind of had some chances to roll some birdies in. | was getting kind of
frustrated, being under par and being 2 down really sucks, so | was a little frustrated. But | tried to just
stay patient and know that my game would come back to me. Sarah played awesome. Like, that did
not deserve to be a first-round match. It was so fun. We were all talking about it walking up the 18th
hole, but yeah, | guess | just tried to stick to my gameplan as best as possible, even though | hit some
bad tee shots and got myself in trouble. But, the putter still felt good, so | was just trying to trust it.

Q. How were the nerves there on that last putt?

Shepherd: Oh, | was shaking a little bit. | didn't mean to give myself a slick one, but | just told myself,
to hit it to the right edge just outside, right edge. | told myself that if | just get it started on the right line,
it's going to go in the hole.

Q. Do you fell like you picked up some extra confidence by winning a match in this fashion, especially
in the first round?

Shepherd: Yeah, it's definitely a confidence booster. | mean, if | would have played this way and won
6 and 5, | still would have had the same amount of confidence. But, maybe it was good to get some
nerves out of the way and show myself that | can do it, eve with being 2 down at the turn, so, yeah, |
mean, | feel pretty good. It's a golfing everyday type of thing, so you never know how you're going to
wake up and feel, but, yeah, just going to keep doing that.

Q. When you were 2 down during that final stretch, what was going through your mind and how did
you find a way to flip and switch and pull out a victory?

Shepherd: | mean, | was pissed there for a minute, so it took me a minute to like settle back in. Like
on No.10, | had a good look and lipped out and then she made a 10-footer for par. So, | was just
staying patient. You can't make every putt out here, so | knew that at some point, things would start to



even out and that momentum would flip. | just had to stay as calm as | could and just wait for it to
come in.



