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Q. Bob, congratulations on winning 

your Round of 64 match today. It 

looked like a fantastic match with lots 

of birdies. Can you talk about how 

the round went from your point of 

view? 

ROYAK: I just played really nicely. I 

drove the ball really well, hit the middle 

of the fairways and greens and hit it 

close a couple of times. 

Jody is a great player. He didn’t give me 

a whole lot. I knew I had to make a few 

birdies along the way, but it was the best 

I’ve played since I got here. I’m starting 

to get a feel for the course. 

Q. Do you feel like you changed your 

strategy from stroke play, or was it 

the match-play mentality that allowed 

you to be a little more aggressive? 

ROYAK: It’s all about the greens out 

here. You always want to keep the ball 

underneath the hole, and you can do 

that when you hit it in the fairway. If you 

hit it in the rough, then you’re kind of 

guessing. 

If I drive it in the fairway and keep it 

under the hole, I can make a birdie or 

two. 

Q. You were leading pretty early in 

the match. Was there a certain hole 

or birdie that stood out and shifted 

the momentum? 

ROYAK: Number 

9. I think it’s the 

hardest hole on 

the course, that 

par 3 up the hill. I 

hit a really good 

6-iron to about 6 

or 7 feet and 

made the putt. That was super. 

Q. Do you feel like you’ve gotten your 

revenge on the course after the last 

two days of stroke play? 

ROYAK: No, not really. I hit it well, but I 

didn’t putt great the first couple of days. 

I have a little better feel for the greens 

now. I had a few three-putts the first two 

days, so it’s really about where you 

leave the ball on the greens. 

Q. Can you talk about your 

relationship with your caddie? Who 

is he to you? 

ROYAK: Mark has been on my bag. 

He’s a good buddy of mine from my club 

at home. We play a lot of golf together, 

and he’s been on my bag going back 

several years, maybe back to the 

[inaudible] camp. 

He’s been on my bag for a number of 

these and a couple of Senior Opens 

along the way. I really trust his 

judgment, what clubs to pull, the 

yardage and everything like that. We’re 

a good team. 

Q. This is your 10th appearance in 

the U.S. Senior Amateur. What are 

you going to do tomorrow? 

ROYAK: I would love to play just the 

way I played today. If I play like that in 



every match, I won’t be out of the 

match. I’ll be in them. 

If I can shoot a couple under each 

round, that would be great. 

 


