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[Michael Ketcham] 
Q. Michael, congratulations again on 
winning your Round of 64 match 
today. You were three down through 
nine holes but toughed it out on the 
back. Can you talk about your 
mentality on the front nine? 

KETCHAM: I felt like I was playing well 
myself on the front. Anytime your 
opponent shoots 3 under on the front 
side, he’s playing well, too. I knew there 
were going to be some tough holes 
coming up on the back nine, and if I 
could just hang in there, make some 
pars and give myself opportunities to 
look at birdies, I might have a chance to 
turn this thing around. Fortunately, I was 
able to do that. 

After that, we battled back and forth. We 
both made some bogeys and both won 
some holes with pars. The golf course is 
hard. You can’t fake it, and you can’t be 
sloppy. In the end, I was just tough 
enough to hang on. 

Q. Did you lean on any past match-
play experience, especially on the 
back nine today? 

KETCHAM: No. It’s funny, this is my fifth 
USGA event, and I had never won a 
match. I made it to match play in two 
U.S. Amateurs and a U.S. Junior, and I 
was beaten in the first round in all three 
of them. 

I’ve had some 
success at the 
state level in 
match play, 
though. I really 
enjoy match play, 
and I was 
confident with my 
game coming in. On the back nine, I just 
wanted to keep giving myself 
opportunities, try to hit fairways, try to hit 
greens and put the pressure back on my 
opponent. 

Q. After playing this course the last 
two days, you know it isn’t an easy 
course on which to play aggressively. 
Your opponent shooting 3 under 
through nine is incredible. 

KETCHAM: It is incredible. I think 
anybody in this field would tell you that 
par is a phenomenal number on this golf 
course. You just try to hit fairways and 
greens and minimize your mistakes to 
bogeys. If you do that, I think you have a 
chance to do all right on this golf course. 

Q. You currently reside in Las Vegas, 
correct? The golf courses there look 
a little different from this one. Did 
you change anything heading into 
this week? 

KETCHAM: For sure. I grew up in Iowa, 
so I’m used to Midwest-style golf 
courses with fast, undulated greens and 
bentgrass fairways. It’s not uncommon 
for me to see a golf course like this. 

Desert golf is definitely different from 
what we’re seeing right now. In desert 
golf, the fairways are wider, but if you hit 
a foul ball, you’re re-teeing. Out here, if 
you hit a foul ball, you’re in the rough 



and trying to gouge it back into the 
fairway. 

They are two entirely different types of 
golf courses, but both are certainly 
challenging. 


