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[Mark Small] 
Q.  You had the lead for a little bit at 
the beginning, but you lost it for a 
little while. How did you stay 
composed and come back from that? 

SMALL: Well, I knew that there was still 
a lot of golf to be played, and I knew I 
was playing well coming in, and I knew if 
I just kept doing what I was doing, I’d be 
given some opportunities and I was. 

I hit some really good shots, maybe 
didn’t putt as well, but I hit some really 
good shots that kept giving me those 
opportunities. I almost made a hole-in-
one today, which was a lot of fun. I’m 
glad it didn’t go in because I didn’t want 
to buy drinks for the house. But that 
really gave me a good mojo, a good 
momentum. 

Q. You mentioned that this is your 
brother’s hometown, home state, and 
that that was a big motivator for you 
to coming to this championship and 
making it through qualifying. How 
was that in your head today and 
moving forward in the 
championship? 

SMALL: We lost him last summer. There 
was a neat thing that was on his golf 
bag, it was a bag tag from this course. I 
didn’t know it was from this course. I 
saved it because it was his nickname, 
The Music Man. And when I saw it was 
this course that was a sign that I need to 
be here.  

  


