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[Tony Wise] 
Q. You held the lead for a pretty large 
portion of your match today. How did 
you keep your composure with that? 

WISE: Well, I got behind after the first 
hole. Hit a poor drive, had a poor lie and 
lost that hole. But I got it right back by 
birdieing two and then really made a big 
18–20-foot par putt on three, and he 
ended up three putting, and I never lost 
the lead after that. After that, just kind of 
really putted it well and tried to make 
him chase me. And in match play, you 
know, your opponent, if you can make 
him chase, he’s kind of forced to hit 
really good shots, and out here is not 
the place you go flag hunting at all.  

Q. How have you switched your 
mindset going from stroke play to 
match play? How has that changed? 

WISE: Your mindset shifts to you can 
make an eight on a hole, it doesn’t 
matter, that’s one hole. You’ve got to be 
able to wash that real quick, and 
whereas you make an eight, trying to 
qualify, well, now you might be in a little 
bit of a panic mode, and force the issue, 
but only losing one hole can turn a page 
pretty quickly.    

Q. How are you preparing going into 
36 holes tomorrow? 

WISE: Since I did it last year and got to 
the Round of 16, I’m going to do a little 
different game plan. You know, hopefully 

I can win in the 
morning. If I can, 
I’m going to do 
everything I had 
planned last year 
that I did, I’m 
doing everything 
differently. I want 
to immediately take a rest, get a little 
bite to eat, and just kind of cool down. 
You know, I went out last year, hit a 
bunch of balls, tried to stay loose, and 
that was a major mistake. I’ve learned 
and hopefully I can win in the morning, 
because, you know, it’s hard enough to 
win one match out here, and now it only 
gets tougher. A lot of great guys out 
here, a lot of great golfers, so I’ll be 
ready to go in the morning.  

Q. You lettered in 3 sports at 
Georgetown, what was that like? 

WISE: Busy. I went to Eastern Kentucky 
first for a year, didn’t like it, came back, 
wanted to play, played basketball for two 
years, and in my second year I punted 
for the football team. I ended up having 
to choose one as basketball started, so I 
left the football team to play basketball. 
Played four years of golf, and then my 
junior year, I went full-time football, as a 
punter, and we ended up winning the 
NAIA Division 2 National Championship 
that year, so I made the right decision. 
We had a great time, a bunch of great 
guys, I’m still very close with, so it was 
fun. Georgetown was a great school for 
me, and I have some lifelong friends 
and lifelong experiences that you just 
can’t trade away.  

Q. How does golf compare to those 
sports now? 



WISE: Golf is the greatest sport that’s 
ever invented and my Kentucky friends 
will kill me for saying that because that’s 
what we bleed, is basketball in 
Kentucky, but [golf] is the hardest game, 
most fun game, most challenging game 
because it changes from hole to hole, 
not day to day, not week to week, hole 
to hole. So, it’s just the challenge, the 
final challenge, I just love the grind.  


