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[David Vaclav] 
Q. David, congratulations on winning 
your Round-of-64 match today. Can 
you recap the match? You got off to a 
really dominant start. 

VACLAV: I played pretty solid at the 
beginning. I made a lot of pars. I think I 
parred the first six holes, and 
unfortunately Gerard didn’t get off to a 
great start. He’s a good player, but he 
was probably just a little bit off this 
morning. 

After that, we battled back and forth. We 
both made some bogeys and both won 
some holes with pars. The golf course is 
hard. You can’t fake it, and you can’t be 
sloppy. In the end, I was just tough 
enough to hang on. 

Q. Sometimes getting off to a hot 
start like that, especially when your 
opponent isn’t playing his best golf, 
can become mentally challenging. 
How did you maintain your focus? 

VACLAV: I kind of lost it there for a 
couple holes. At the end of the front nine 
and the beginning of the back nine, I 
probably lost my edge a little bit 
mentally. 

It took me a while to fight and try to get it 
back. I found it a couple times and lost it 
again. Golf is a hard game. Sometimes 
it’s hard to stay in it mentally and 
physically. I fought through the end, but I 

had to work hard 
on the second 
nine. He was 
playing much 
better. 

Q. This is a very 
tough course, 
especially when trying to play 
aggressively toward some of these 
hole locations. You made a birdie on 
the back nine. Can you walk us 
through that par 3? 

VACLAV: I hit a good 8-iron in there to 
about 12 feet. He had a mid-range putt 
for par, and mine was uphill. I made it. 
Luckily, I finally made one. 

The course makes it very difficult to run 
at birdie putts. You have to be in the 
right spot. I was in the right spot, and 
the putt was uphill. I was lucky. 

Q. We talked about your son 
caddying for you this week. He has to 
head home, but what has the 
opportunity to spend this time 
together meant to you? 

VACLAV: It’s great. 

That was probably the best part. Sorry, 
give me a minute. 

He’s been caddying for me for a long 
time, and it was great. Just being 
together was fun. 

Q. You still have a lot of golf left, and 
you have some time to reset this 
afternoon. What are your plans? 

VACLAV: I need to go do some work. I 
have some work to do, so I’ll take my 
mind off this and work for a while. 



Maybe I’ll hit some balls later or putt. I’m 
not sure. 

It’s been nice having him here and 
having somebody to be with. Now I’ll be 
on my own, but I have enough stuff to 
do to keep me busy. I have to check 
back into the hotel. We checked out, 
and now I have to check back in. I’ll be 
all right. It’ll be fine. 

Q. Do you feel a little like a student-
athlete this week, balancing both? 

VACLAV: Yeah, but the job is important. 
I have to go do that, too. As soon as we 
get done, I have to catch up on some 
emails and things like that. It’ll keep me 
busy for the rest of the day. 

Q. Match play features a lot of tough 
opponents, including several USGA 
champions. What does the honor of 
continuing in this championship 
mean to you? 

VACLAV: It’s great. It’s an honor to be 
here. I’ve played in the U.S. Mid-
Amateur several times, but I’ve never 
played in the U.S. Senior Amateur. Just 
getting back to a USGA event is 
awesome. 

I really wanted to make it to Monday, to 
today, so anything else from here is a 
bonus. There are so many good players. 
There are so many great players who 
might not have made the cut, and there 
are still so many left. 

I’m going to have to play really well to 
get any further, but I’m excited. It’ll be 
fun. 


