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[Trae Cassell] 
Q. Can you reflect on how your round 
went today? 

Cassell: A lot like yesterday. I was able 
to maintain focus. That’s a big, big issue 
around here because the golf course is 
so demanding. You have to put the ball 
in the right places, and you have to think 
your way around it, not just physically 
strike it well. You really have to be on 
top of what you’re thinking, and I had 
two pretty good days of doing that. 

Q. During the round, do you check 
the leaderboard at all, or are you just 
kind of focused on your own game? 

Cassell: I just focused on my own game. 
I saw the leaderboard on 15, and that 
was the first time all day that I saw how 
things stood. But prior to that, no, I didn’t 
even look at it. 

I’m really looking forward to it. It’s going 
to be exciting. 

Q: Knowing how tough this course is 
and seeing your score, do you feel 
like your score is a lot lower than 
what it is, or do you feel like your 
game kind of matched what the score 
looked like? 

Cassell: No, I hit the ball well and, like I 
said, I thought my way around pretty 
well. This time of year, I get to play a lot 
of golf. Sometimes in the winter, I don’t 
play too much golf, so it felt pretty good. 

There weren’t 
that many shots 
that I’d love to 
have back. It 
worked out kind 
of like I hoped it 
would. 

Q: You made it to the Round of 32 
last year in your debut. Having this 
under your belt and being the 
medalist, does that give you any sort 
of confidence heading into the next 
couple of days? 

Cassell: I mean, it gives me confidence 
that I can play the golf course, but 
match play is an entirely different 
animal. You can’t control what your 
opponent does. You can only control 
what you do. 

You can run into a hot player and get 
bounced out quickly, or you can play 
not-so-good golf and advance. Match 
play can be frustrating, but you have to 
embrace that random nature of it, which 
I’ve done. I’m looking forward to it. 

Q: Looking ahead to tomorrow, how 
are you going to reset or prepare for 
match play? 

Cassell: I like the strategy that I’ve got. 
It’s been working well, and I’m going to 
stick to it. I’m going to stick to the same 
routine and just kind of go through with 
it. 

But again, at some point in match play, 
you may have to change your strategy if 
you’re down, if conditions change or if 
something’s different. They are different 
styles of play, so to speak. But to start 
with, my plan is pretty much the same. 
I’m going to stick to the routine. 



 

Q: Finally, regardless of how the rest 
of the week goes, you are leaving as 
the stroke-play medalist. What does 
this honor mean to you? 

Cassell: I haven’t really had time to think 
about it or process it, but I’m proud. I’ve 
worked hard, particularly the last little 
bit, on my golf game, taking a little more 
time to really work on it again. 

Of course, it’s a huge measure of pride. 
It’s something that’s special, a USGA 
little piece of history like that. But it’s not 
the ultimate prize. It’s sort of a step in 
the right direction. 

For sure, it’s a very nice 
accomplishment to have. 

 

 

 


