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2-over 72 (second round, stroke play) 

Q: Rounds of 69 and 72, tell me a little bit about your round today. 

Shepherd: Truthfully, I think I grinded out a lot of it. I made a ton of putts, you know, six-to-10 feet, kind 

of saving some pars at probably some positions I shouldn't have been. I think, for the most part, I kept 

myself in it, and, you know, around these greens is really, really, really difficult. So if you can just, you 

know, accept the fact that a bogey is really good here, that's really what I tried to do mentally was just 

stay in it and try to make bogeys, and don't try to ever push for birdies. That was kind of the game 

plan. 

Q:  What has your summer been like competitively? What other things have you played in and how 

have you done? 

Shepherd: I played in a USGA Four-Ball qualifier with a good friend of mine who’s from my hometown 

as well. We just played one day before I came to this championship. We had a good time, but that 

was the only time I competed this summer. 

Q. What is your experience playing golf courses like this in the Northeast? Difficult courses where you 

have to kind of keep it in play and not make those big mistakes.  

Shepherd: Obviously, the grass is really pure, so knowing that, you know, if you're missing in the 

rough, it's not the worst thing in the world, and there's some good spots you can miss, especially a lot 

of these old school, Northeast golf courses where a lot of it runs back to front, knowing where front is 

a good miss. It’s definitely a creative person's type of golf, and trying to stay below the hole, and, you 

know, using the slopes when you can, and it's very, very fun, but it's also a good challenge. You have 

to really know where your ball is going.  

Q. And you’ve done all of this without a caddie. Can you speak on carrying your own bag?  

Shepherd: I’ve been thinking about my sister, who would have been caddying for me, just laughing at 

me for some of these numbers I’ve been choosing, she would have thought this was hilarious. She's 

pregnant, so she didn't get to come up, she is in her first trimester and feeling a little ill. So I just told 

her to not worry about it, so that was kind of a last-minute decision. I can lug it around, I've been 



caddying a lot this summer, so it was easy for me. If I get to one of those 36-hole days, and I happen 

to play all of tomorrow, then I'll definitely grab somebody.  

Q. Tell me a little bit about the mindset change as you head to the match play portion and how it’s 

different from stroke play. 

Shepherd: I think everybody has their own theory to match play. I just believe in doing what you're 

good at and continue what you're doing. So, for me, my game plan's not going to change. It's a tough 

golf course, so find a way to scrape out pars, and if you happen to get one close, and you can make a 

putt, then hopefully it rolls in. But again, it’s really hard to press around here and get aggressive, so it'll 

be an interesting match play golf course. I'll be curious to see how the USGA sets it up and how it's 

going to be. 

Q. Tell us a little bit about yourself outside of the golf course.  

Shepherd: All right, so I actually just got done college coaching at Indiana University in May, and I just 

started my own business, which is also on the golf course, sort of. It's a professional development 

program for a lot of young pros, so helping them schedule themselves, and develop themselves while 

they're young, and focus more on golfing, so I can focus a little more on logistics, and that's kind of 

what I'm doing right now. I don't know where that's going to end up, but that's kind of what I have 

going on.  


