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Q. Bill, can you talk about some of
your impressions of Baltimore
Country Club?

Hodges: Well, it's a hidden gem. It's a
fabulous golf course. | had no idea this
was here, and it's exceeded all
expectations. | think the topography is
beautiful. The strategy on the holes is
incredible. The greens are challenging,
to say the least. The best thing about
Baltimore Country Club is the
membership. I've met so many cool
people. It's a great community here.

Q. You’re from Thomasville, Georgia.
Playing in Georgia, do you find some
of the topography to be similar here
compared to where you normally

play?

Hodges: Well, this is much more
undulating than where I'm from,
although we do have some decent hills
at the club where we play. But nothing to
this degree, and not as much slope on
our greens as these.

Q: Have you played in previous
USGA championships?

Hodges: | have. | played in two U.S.
Amateurs, two U.S. Mid-Amateurs, and
this is my second U.S. Senior Amateur.

Q: There is still the afternoon wave to
go off, but you are kind of on the
cusp right now. Looking ahead to
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you’re playing just for a score, you have
your own strategy for each hole. In
match play, you're going to watch your
opponent. If they get into a certain
place, you might be more or less
conservative with your shot selection.
It's a different animal.

Q. Coming from Thomasville,
Georgia, Mason Howell is from there.
Do you play golf with him at all?

Hodges: Oh, yeah. I've played a lot of
golf with Mason. Great young man,
great family. He’s going to be fantastic.
He’s a class act, so I'm very proud of
him. We’ve also got a bunch of other
really good golfers whom he grew up
playing with, his contemporaries. J.D.
Culbreth plays for Georgia. Bryson
Jones plays for Alabama. We’ve got
Shep Davis, who plays for Cornell. For a
small town, there’s some quality golf
coming out of there. Of course, Harris
English came out of there.

Q. How does it feel to represent not
only Georgia, but Thomasville?

Hodges: It's an honor. I'm just happy to
be here. At this age and this stage of my
life, it's just a thrill, and I’'m grateful.



