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Lutherville, Md., USA
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[Bryan Hoops]

Q. You had an earlier tee time than
yesterday. Can you talk about how
your day went?

Hoops: It went well. It was very solid
and very stress-free. Fairways and
greens, like you’re supposed to,
underneath the hole. There were very
few places where | had some stress. |
think | hit it a little too far on 10. That
was the only bogey, | think, on the card.
Other than that, it just went a little too
far, ran in by the creek and | took a drop
to be safe. It was just good all day. No
three-putts, no stress.

Q. You had a great bounce-back from
yesterday’s round. Did you change
anything going into today?

Hoops: No. It changed for me. | just had
a couple of tough breaks yesterday
where | got into bad spots in the rough.
It was hard to advance the ball, so | tried
to play out of it and it came out a little
squirrely. Those two double bogeys
yesterday were the only things on the
card that | wish | could have taken back.
But nothing was different. Same lines,
same stuff. The wind is picking up a little
bit this afternoon, but it has been very
playable.

Q: Do you think the course played
tough this morning? Looking at the
leaderboard, your 1-under score is
very good.
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good. There are a
few stretched-out areas, and you could
have an Open here. It is that tough. But
it's fair if you know where to miss it.
There just aren’t a lot of birdies out
there. It is tough every day. | don’t see
the numbers getting any better today.
There were three or four people under
par yesterday, and we’re going to be
lucky to see the same thing today. It's
going to be tough.

Q: You have a lot of experience in
this championship. Match play is a
completely different format. What is
your mindset heading into the next
few days?

Hoops: It's the same for me. Obviously,
you’re watching the other player and
making sure you’re not making
aggressive plays that you don’t need to
make. If they’re in trouble, you have to
know where to play. My typical golf,
whether it's stroke play or not, is to try
not to be too aggressive. | am long off
the tee, and when | need to be into the
greens, so it doesn’t bother me to hit a
3- or 4-wood into these things. In match
play, it's more like stroke-play qualifying.
You don’t need all those birdies. You just
need to make a lot of good pars and
keep the momentum. It'll be pretty much
the same as what | usually do.



Q: Looking ahead to Thursday,
whether the champion is you or
another player, what type of strategy
do you think will prevail? Will it be an
aggressive player or a smart player?

Hoops: A smart player, by far.
Somebody who can control the ball and
control their distances into the greens.
That’s it. You can play out of the rough.
Don’t get me wrong, it's high and it's
good. But if you can control your
distances out of there and stay below
the hole, that’s the guy.



