
 

U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur 

Saturday, August 29, 2026 
Montclair Golf Club 

Ivy Shepherd 
Peachtree City, Ga. 
1-under 69 (first round, stroke play) 
Q. Coming in at one under, looking like you're going to have a share of the first day lead. What was 
working well out there for you? 

Shepherd: You know, honestly, I think I stole a couple long putts I wasn't supposed to make, and then 
I missed a couple shorties, so it all kind of evened out, and I think I was picking some good targets 
and good numbers because I didn't hit the ball perfect, but I'm missing in some really good spots, you 
know, some of the easier spots on the golf course. So I think I got away with a little bit, but overall, I 
think I just kept it in front of me and played for pars. 

Q. Can you talk about the challenges that this golf course presents? 

Shepherd: Yeah, I mean, it's decently fair off the tee, but you still have to think because there's a lot of 
positioning. So you kind of don't want to push it up too far because you don't want to get in some 
trouble and then obviously there's some spin, trying to work on spin around the greens, but yeah, I 
mean, the greens, obviously, are the tricky part. If you've asked anybody, that's what they've talked 
about. So yeah that's the big defense of the golf course and sometimes you can't keep it below the 
hole and you just have to be really, really strong and just have a downhill putt and try and tap it in. 

Q. What do you think makes this golf course so challenging? 

Shepherd: It's just where that ball ends up on the green. I mean, if you are on the wrong side of a 
slope, it's going to be a treacherous two putt if you can even two putt. So I think just trying to plot, you 
know, getting in the right spots, doesn't have to be perfect, even a 30-foot putt sometimes just on the 
right side is going to be a lot easier. Right at this point, we're just trying to two putt and make it very 
stress-free, which it felt like today. Hopefully, I can execute some more shots tomorrow and we'll see 
what happens. 

Q. What's that experience been like carrying your own bag? 

Shepherd: So I'll just carry my own bag. Originally, my sister was supposed to carry for me, but she's 
in her first trimester of pregnancy so she was feeling a little nauseous, so kind of last minute, I came 
up here alone and kind of did it all on my own, and then I just said, if, you know, if God willing, I make 



it decently far, I'll have someone carry it around. But it was just bringing me back to the college golf 
days, carrying my own bag. 

Q: What was the prep work looking like for you? Were you going around the course, taking notes on 
your own? 

Shepherd: It was a lot, so I didn't do too much because I'm in, like a lot of these ladies here, we're all 
working, so it's not like I wanted to come out here and grind myself to death, but it was a lot of, I would 
play nine holes each day and then take as much time as I can around the greens and at least learn 
where to miss it or not to miss it. Then sometimes out here, you just have to make some bogeys to 
figure out where those spots were so that when I was in them, I was able to be like, okay it’s alright to 
make a bogey here that sort of thing. 

Q:  This is your first mid-am, correct? What has your experience been like playing in your U.S. 
Women’s Mid-Am? 

Shepherd: It's awesome. It's like the best vibe ever. So I’ve played a couple women's ams and a 
couple of the girls juniors and a little more, not saying that no one here is competitive or serious, but 
there's, everyone has a different life outside of it, you know, you shoot 80, it's not the end of the world. 
65, it's also not the end of the world. It's a good vibe and I got a couple friends that played some 
college golf with and know from junior golf. So it's really relaxing. I'm really grateful. I don't think I was 
going to get to play a lot of competitive golf after I decided not to turn pro, but it's been a blessing.  

Q: And what do you do for work now?  

Shepherd: So I was college coaching and then I just finished up doing that this May and I just started 
my own business. 

 


