U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur

Saturday, August 29, 2026
Montclair Golf Club

Shannon Johnson

North Easton, Mass.
1-under 69 (first round, stroke play)

Q. You're going to be one of a handful of people finishing in red numbers. What was working for you
out there today?

Johnson: This golf course is just kind of plodding your way around. It's more of like a second shot
(course) and just trying to be in the right quadrant just giving you the best opportunities for putts. |
luckily have Francis on my bag who's one of the best caddies out here, | keep getting told that. And so
| told him on the greens, you just tell me where to where to aim and speed and he got me around this
golf course very well today.

Q. Is that a strategy you've had at previous mid-ams is using the local caddies to kind of help you out?

Johnson: Well, yes and no. So Francis and | just got together yesterday morning. So the caddie | was
supposed to have decided not to show up the first day in a text that morning. So | kind of went
scrambling. A friend from my home club at Thorny Lea, he knows a member here and texted him and
said, who do you know of anyone? And Francis's name came up. So he can't caddie on Monday. He's
got school stuff, but | said, if you can just get me through the weekend, | will be happy and he was the
best upgrade anyone could have.

Q. What do you think makes this golf course so challenging?

Johnson: It's just where that ball ends up on the green. | mean, if you are on the wrong side of a
slope, it's going to be a treacherous two putt if you can even two putt. So | think just trying to plot, you
know, getting in the right spots, doesn't have to be perfect, even a 30-foot putt sometimes just on the
right side is going to be a lot easier. Right at this point, we're just trying to two putt and make it very
stress-free, which it felt like today. Hopefully, | can execute some more shots tomorrow and we'll see
what happens.

Q. You've won this championship before, you know what it takes. How do you approach such a week-
long marathon of golf?

Johnson: Yeah, it's a lot of golf. | always kind of find, the more times we go around this course, the
more times you see it, the more comfortable you get with different lines and approach shots. So | think



for me, just the more | keep playing, the more comfortable | get, hopefully things go even smoother.
And then | definitely left some putts out there. Tomorrow if we can make a couple more would be nice.



