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[Trae Cassell] 
Q. Trae, you didn’t start off with the 
best couple of holes. Can you talk 
about how you started and how you 
shifted your mindset? 

Cassell: “That’s a typical start, 
unfortunately, for me. I’m used to it. It 
bothers me, but it doesn’t always seem 
to get better. You just have to focus, 
settle into the round and keep going. I 
was able to do that today, fortunately.” 

Q. Did you make any tweaks on the 
course to help turn your round 
around? 

Cassell: “No. That was one thing I kept 
telling myself not to do. Just stick to the 
plan. Pars are good scores out here. 
Pars are great scores out here. If the 
ball happens to go in a few times on 
putts that you might not always try to 
make, great. But you have to keep it 
below the hole, put it in the right places 
and let the numbers take care of 
themselves.” 

Q: Baltimore Country Club is a 
classic Northeast course and a little 
different from what you play at home. 
Did you do anything to prepare for 
this difference? 

Cassell: “I grew up in the Southeast, 
and the terrain is similar to what we had 
growing up in Atlanta, so it wasn’t that 
big of a surprise. Fortunately, Rancho 
Santa Fe has greens that are pretty 

severed, tilted 
and fast, so it’s 
not that big of an 
adjustment. The 
smart thing in 
both places is to 
keep it below the 
hole. That was 
the strategy coming in. 

Q: You have an afternoon tee time 
tomorrow. Are you going to change 
anything? 

Cassell: “No same thing – fairways and 
greens and be patient. It’s a USGA 
event. It’s not a birdie-fest. Stay patient, 
hit good shots and take the birdies when 
they come.” 
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