
 

         

 
71st U.S. Senior Amateur Championship – Inside the Field 

 
Aug. 29-Sep. 3, 2026, Baltimore Country Club (East Course), Lutherville, Md. 

mediacenter.usga.org | @USGA | senioram.org | Tee Times 
 
WHO’S HERE – Among the 156 golfers in the 2026 U.S. Senior Amateur field, there are: 
 
Oldest Competitors: Dave Ryan (72), Buzz Fly (71), Ken Kellaney (70) 
 
Youngest Competitors: Steven Carter (55), Gerard Connolly (55), Darren Dortch (55), Brandon Goethals (55), Richard 
Heath (55), Russell Humphrey (55), Joel B Johnson (55), Ed Kerr (55), Toby Osborn (55), Chin Park (55), Carson Pilcher 
(55), Greg Puga (55), Brian Quackenbush (55), Corby Segal (55), Jason Summers (55), Jon Veneziano (55) 
 
Average Age of Field: 59.9 
 
Field breakdown by age:  
Age 55-59: 85 
Age 60-64: 47 
Age 65-69: 21 
Age 70-72: 3 
 
U.S. States Represented – There are 38 states represented in the 2026 U.S. Senior Amateur: California (20), Florida 
(17), Georgia (12), Texas (10), Arizona (7), Michigan (6), Ohio (6), South Carolina (6), New York (5), Illinois (4), 
Pennsylvania (4), Tennessee (4), Alabama (3), Colorado (3), Iowa (3), Maryland (3), Nevada (3), North Carolina (3), 
Washington (3), Arkansas (2), Louisiana (2), Massachusetts (2), Missouri (2), New Jersey (2), Utah (2), Connecticut (1), 
Delaware (1), Indiana (1), Kentucky (1), Minnesota (1), Nebraska (1), New Mexico (1), North Dakota (1), Oklahoma (1), 
Oregon (1), Rhode Island (1), Virginia (1), Wisconsin (1) 
 
International – There are eight countries represented in the 2026 U.S. Senior Amateur: United States (150), Canada (2), 
Australia (1), Columbia (1), England (1), Ireland (1), Spain (1), Zambia (1) 
 
U.S. Senior Amateur Champions (9): Louis Brown (2024), Gene Elliott (2021), Doug Hanzel (2013), Michael McCoy 
(2025), Bob Royak (2019), Dave Ryan (2016), Rusty Strawn (2022), Todd White (2023), Jeff Wilson (2018) 
 
U.S. Mid-Amateur Champions (2): Michael McCoy (2013), Greg Puga (2000) 
 
U.S. Junior Amateur Champion (1): Jack Larkin Sr. (1979) 
 
U.S. Amateur Four-Ball Champion (1): Todd White (2015) 
 
U.S. Amateur Public Links Champion (1): Tim Hogarth (1996) 
 
USGA Runners-up (7): Jody Fanagan (2023 U.S. Senior Amateur), Doug Hanzel (2022 U.S. Senior Amateur), Tim 
Hogarth (2010 U.S. Mid-Amateur), Greg Sanders (2025 U.S. Senior Amateur), Rick Stimmell (1997 U.S. Mid-Amateur); 
Matt Sughrue (2016 U.S. Senior Amateur), Daniel W. Sullivan (2024 U.S. Senior Amateur) 
 
Walker Cup USA Team Members (3): Michael McCoy (2015), Mike Sposa (1991), Todd White (2013) 
 
GB&I Walker Cup Team Members (1): Jody Fanagan (1995) 
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Walker Cup USA Captains (1): Michael McCoy (2023) 
 
Most U.S. Senior Amateur Appearances (2026 included): Doug Hanzel (14), Dave Ryan (14), Randy Haag (11), Bob 
Royak (10), Matt Sughrue (10), Rick Cloninger (9) 
 
Players from Maryland (4): Marc Ehudin (Potomac), Phil Fairbanks (Columbia), Richard Sovero (Catonsville), Tom 
Winegardner (Lothian) 
 
Brothers in the field: Stephen and Mark Sear 
 
Played in 2026 U.S. Senior Open (5): Doug Hanzel, Michael McCoy, Bob Royak, Greg Sanders, Stephen Sear  
 
Played in 2026 U.S. Amateur (2): Michael McCoy, Greg Sanders  
 
Played in 2026 U.S. Amateur Four-Ball (3): Bryan Hoops, Jeff Mallette, Todd White 
 
Played in 2025 U.S. Senior Amateur (42): Michael Anderson, Juan Angel, John Brellenthin, Louis Brown, Jon Brown, 
Dave Bunker, Trae Cassell, Jacobo Cestino, Chris Congdon, John Drohen, Gene Elliott, Jody Fanagan, Robert F. Gerwin 
II, Randy Haag, Doug Hanzel, Mike Henry, Brendan Hester, Tim Hogarth, Bryan Hoops, David Johnson, Jack Larkin Sr., 
Ron Mangold, Miles McConnell, Michael McCoy, Robert Nelson, Danny Nelson, Bob Niger, Jason Pridmore, Bob Royak, 
Dave Ryan, Greg Sanders, Joe Sawaia, Stephen Sear, Mike Sposa, Rick Stimmel, Rusty Strawn, Matt Sughrue, Daniel 
Sullivan, Kevin VandenBerg, Todd White, Jeff Wilson, Tony Wise 
 
Played in 2025 U.S. Mid-Amateur (6): Juan Angel, Louis Brown, Ed Kerr, Michael McCoy, Brian Quackenbush, Greg 
Sanders 
 
PLAYER NOTES 
 
Michael Anderson, 56, of Novi, Mich., reached the quarterfinals in his championship debut last year, falling to eventual 
champion Michael McCoy, 1 up. In 2022, Anderson qualified for match play at the U.S. Mid-Amateur at Erin Hills. He 
works as a financial advisor and coaches high school golf at Detroit Catholic Central on the side, leading his team to five 
Division I state championships and two runner-up finishes. He was named the 2024 MIGCA Division I Boys Coach of the 
Year. Anderson also won the 2020 Golf Association of Michigan Mid-Amateur Championship. 
 
Juan Angel, 56, of Colombia, is making his second appearance after making it to the Round of 16 in his championship 
debut. Angel has represented Colombia at the Latin America Amateur Championship three times. He has won five senior 
events in his homeland and played in the 2025 U.S. Mid-Amateur Championship at Troon Country Club in Scottsdale, 
Ariz. Outside of golf, he works in real estate and agriculture. 
 
Jeff Benton, 62, of Goodyear, Ariz., is making his second championship start after advancing to the Round of 64 in 2019. 
Benton, a former area manager at Barnes & Noble, grew up playing baseball and football before playing baseball 
collegiately at the University of Central Arkansas in the 80s. He caddied for his daughter, Kaylee, at the 2018 U.S. 
Women’s Open at Shoal Creek Club in Birmingham, Ala. His grandfather, Jim Benton, was an All-American football player 
at Arkansas and played for the Cleveland Rams. 
 
Louis Brown, 63, of Marietta, Ga., the 2024 U.S. Senior Amateur champion, is making his fifth U.S. Senior Amateur 
appearance. Brown advanced to the quarterfinals of the 1981 U.S. Junior Amateur and was a two-time All-Southeastern 
Conference performer at the University of Georgia. A former tour and teaching professional, Brown competed in nine PGA 
Tour events and was the 1989 Australian Tour Rookie of the Year before regaining his amateur status around 2005. He 
now works as an investment advisor and founded The Evergreen Society, an Atlanta-based golf society created to give 
back to the game. Brown was inducted into the Georgia Golf Hall of Fame earlier this year. 
 
Steven Carter, 55, of Saint Augustine, Fla., is making his championship debut after earning medalist honors with a 4-
under 68 at Turtle Creek Club. Carter has competed in several USGA championships, including the 2003 and 2021 U.S. 
Amateurs, both held at Oakmont Country Club. He was motivated to qualify for the 2021 championship to give his son, 
Jacob, an opportunity to experience Oakmont. In 2010, Carter and his brother-in-law, Robert Bechtol, both qualified for 
the U.S. Mid-Amateur. He is a two-time Florida State Golf Association Mid-Amateur champion and won the 2003 
Jacksonville Amateur. A financial advisor, Carter served as president of the Florida State Golf Association in 2018 and 
2019. He played collegiately at the University of North Florida, where he was a two-time NAIA All-American, and briefly 
played professional golf after college before regaining his amateur status. 



 

 
Rick Cloninger, 69, of Rock Hill, S.C., won the 75th North & South Championship Super Senior Division ahead of his 
ninth championship appearance. He reached the semifinals of the U.S. Senior Amateur in 2014 and 2019 and the Round 
of 32 in 2024. Cloninger, who tied for 40th in the 2008 U.S. Senior Open, has played in five USGA Men’s State Teams. 
He won the state mid-amateur in Florida (1992), Georgia (2001, 2002) and South Carolina (2003). Cloninger, a former 
NAIA All-American quarterback at Wofford College, was a sales manager in the construction industry. He has served on 
the board of directors for the South Carolina Golf Association. 
 
Gerard Connolly, 55, of Garden City, N.Y., recorded an even-par 72 to qualify for his first U.S Senior Amateur. He won 
the 2021 MGA Father & Son Championship with his son, Philip. Connolly finished as the runner-up of the NYC Amateur 
(Senior Division) and made it to the quarterfinals of the Havemeyer Invitational this year. 
 
Darren Dortch, 55, of Dallas, Texas, is making his championship debut after earning his way into the field after making a 
birdie on the final hole of his qualifying round and forcing a playoff. His son, Aidan, previously played golf at Texas 
Christian University before transferring to West Virginia University. Dortch works in the car industry in Dallas. 
 
Marc Ehudin, 63, of Potomac, Md., is competing in his second U.S. Senior Amateur and earned his way into the field by  
firing a 2-under-par 70 at Winter’s Run Golf Club. Ehudin is the director of government affairs for the General Aviation 
Manufactures Association and promotes their legislative and regulatory priorities on the congressional and federal level. 
Ehudin previously worked on Capitol Hill as a legislative staffer for two members of Congress. He earned his 
undergraduate degree from Union College in Upstate New York where he was a co-captain in lacrosse and punter on the 
NCAA Division III national semifinalist football team. 
 
Gene Elliott, 64, of Norwalk, Iowa., won his first USGA championship at the 2021 U.S. Senior Amateur at the Country 
Club of Detroit, becoming one of three players ever to capture the U.S. Senior Amateur, R&A Senior Amateur (2021) and 
Canadian Men’s Senior Amateur (2017, 2019). Elliott, a survivor of open-heart surgery in 2000, was inducted to the Iowa 
Hall of Fame after curating a résumé that includes 36 state victories and eight Player of the Year selections. He has 
competed on five USGA State Teams for Iowa and played in 38 USGA championships, falling in the Round of 16 during 
last year’s U.S. Senior Amateur. He was the medalist in the 1999 U.S. Amateur at Pebble Beach Golf Links. 
 
Phil Fairbanks, 56, of Columbia, Md., is making his U.S. Senior Amateur debut after surviving a playoff at the Mount 
Vernon Country Club qualifying site. Fairbanks won the 2009 Maryland Stroke Play Championship at Mount Pleasant Golf 
Course and has posted several top-10 finishes through the Maryland State Golf Association. He won the Baltimore Two-
Man Team Championship in 1996 and 2000 alongside friend Chuck Freedman. Fairbanks also reached the semifinals of 
the Maryland State Amateur in 2004, where he lost to Towson golfer Billy Wingerd. 
 
Jody Fanagan, 61, of Ireland, is coming off a strong 2026 season that includes two runner-up finishes and a third-place 
finish in Europe. During his USGA championship debut at the 2023 U.S. Senior Amateur, Fanagan became the first 
international player in championship history to make the championship match, where he fell to Todd White, 4 and 3, at 
Martis Camp, in Truckee, Calif. The Republic of Ireland native was a member of the victorious 1995 GB&I Walker Cup 
team, teaming with future two-time U.S. Senior Open champion and three-time major winner Padraig Harrington in 
foursomes twice, and capturing three points as the host team defeated Tiger Woods and the USA Team, 14-10. During 
his 2024 campaign, Fanagan made the Round of 64 at the U.S. Senior Amateur, made the cut at the R&A Senior Amateur 
and competed in the U.S. Senior Open. In 2025, he finished second at the R&A Senior Amateur Championship and made 
it to the Round of 32 at the U.S. Senior Amateur at Oak Hills. 
 
Brandon Goethals, 55, of Corona Del Mar, Calif., is making his championship debut after earning co-medalist honors 
with a 3-under 69 to qualify. Goethals missed the cut in the 2025 U.S. Amateur Four-Ball at Plainfield Country Club, in 
New Jersey. He spent several years working for the PGA Tour as the head of sales for the Northern Trust Open. He 
graduated from UNLV in 1992 with a degree in communications and was a member of the South African PGA Tour. 
During his college career, he helped secure four conference championships, three NCAA regional titles and three NCAA 
Championship appearances. He spent four years as an assistant coach with the Georgia Tech men’s golf team before 
accepting a position as head men’s golf coach at the University of the Pacific. He now works in real estate. 
 
Richard Heath, 55, of Australia, is making his championship debut after a dominant 2026 season that includes a victory 
at the Swiss Golf Open Championship and a runner-up finish at the R&A Senior Amateur Championship. Heath fired 
rounds of 67-73-74-70—284 to finish six strokes behind Bryan Hoops. A two-time European Mid-Amateur champion, he 
worked for the European Golf Association for 15 years and is currently pursuing a master’s degree at Oxford University. 
He works as a golf consultant. 
 



 

Bryan Hoops, 57, of Tempe, Ariz., is competing in his third U.S. Senior Amateur after advancing to the Round of 16 in 
2025. The Arizona native is enjoying a dominant 2026 season that includes four victories, highlighted by a win at the R&A 
Senior Amateur Championship. Hoops is the highest-ranked player in the field, according to the World Amateur Golf 
Ranking®/WAGR®, at No. 314. He currently plays for the Minnesota Huskies in the Grass League, a high-stakes par-3 
circuit in Arizona. Hoops attended Arizona State University and has made 19 holes-in-one, including four on par-4s. He 
also enjoys hunting and fishing with his family. 
 
Michael McCoy, 63, of Norwalk, Iowa, made history last year at Oak Hills Country Club, becoming the first player to win 
both the U.S. Mid-Amateur and U.S. Senior Amateur Championships. He captured the 2013 U.S. Mid-Amateur at the 
Country Club of Birmingham (Ala.) and defeated Greg Sanders, 3 and 2, in last year’s Senior Amateur final. An Iowa golf 
legend, McCoy has won six Iowa State Amateurs and three Iowa Mid-Amateurs. He played in the 2014 Masters and 
competed on the 2015 USA Walker Cup Team before captaining the 2023 team to victory at St. Andrews. McCoy 
attended Wichita State and works in the insurance industry while collecting vintage golf books. His son, Nate McCoy, has 
competed in three U.S. Amateurs and three U.S. Mid-Amateurs, and works for the Iowa State Golf Association. 
 
Greg Puga, 55, of Long Beach, Calif., won the 2000 U.S. Mid-Amateur on the Cascades Course at The Homestead in 
Hot Springs, Va., earning an invitation to the 2001 Masters. He turned professional in 2005 before regaining his amateur 
status in 2015 and qualifying for that year’s U.S. Mid-Amateur. A caddie at Bel-Air Country Club, Puga has caddied on the 
LPGA Tour for Lizette Salas and Ryann O’Toole. He was also on the bag for Briana Chacon at the 2023 U.S. Women’s 
Amateur at Bel-Air, where she earned medalist honors and set the championship scoring record in stroke play. Puga was 
paired through a random drawing with world No. 1 Kiara Romero at the 44th Curtis Cup in June. He is making his first 
U.S. Senior Amateur appearance, thanks to an exemption from his 2000 U.S. Mid-Amateur victory. 
 
Corby Segal, 55, of Santa Clarita, Calif., is making his championship debut after shooting a 3-under 69 to earn co-
medalist honors in qualifying. Earlier this summer, he caddied for Charlie Wi at the U.S. Senior Open, who led the 
championship after the first round. A reinstated amateur, Segal began his professional career in 1995 after playing 
collegiately at Cal State Northridge before returning to amateur golf. He has spent years caddying on the PGA TOUR, 
carrying bags for Briny Baird, Tom Hoge and Brandon Hagy. He also reached the quarterfinals of the 2012 U.S. Mid-
Amateur, Round of 16 at the 2014 U.S. Mid-Amateur and competed in the U.S. Amateur in 2018. 
 
Richard Sovero, 57, of Catonsville, Md., is the founder of First Team Staffing, an organization centered around staffing 
professional and temporary workers. He graduated from Towson University and served as the President of the Rolling 
Road Golf Club Board of Directors. Sovero is making his championship debut after a 1-under 71 at Winters Run Golf 
Club. 
 
Drew Steffens, 57 of Raleigh, N.C., is the incoming president of Old Chatham Golf Club, where he served as chair of the 
Greens Committee for the 2026 U.S. Girls’ Junior Championship. A two-time club champion at Old Chatham, Steffens 
played college golf at Dartmouth College, where he was a two-time First-Team All-Ivy League and Collegiate All-New 
England First Team honoree. He currently works as a wealth management advisor and is making his USGA 
championship debut after qualifying at Pinewild Country Club. 
 
Matt Sughrue, 66, of Arlington, Va., competed in his first U.S. Senior Amateur in 2016 at Old Warson Country Club in St. 
Louis, Mo. In his debut, he advanced to the championship match, where eventual champion Dave Ryan defeated him, 2 
up. Now in his 10th U.S. Senior Amateur, Sughrue has advanced to match play in each of his previous nine appearances, 
including four Quarterfinals, two Semifinals and a Championship Match. He reached the semifinals in 2024 at The Honors 
Course in Ooltewah, Tenn., and advanced to the Round of 32 in 2025, where he lost to eventual champion Mike McCoy. 
He won the 2020 Senior Open of Virginia and was the runner-up at the 2014 British Senior Amateur. A former insurance 
executive and CEO, Sughrue left the industry after 25 years to attend graduate school and become a clinical 
psychotherapist. His graduate thesis focused on chronic adult male homelessness, and he later served as a family 
therapist at a homeless shelter in Manassas, Va. Now in private practice, he works with elite golfers, swimmers, baseball 
players and other athletes on the mental side of competition. 
 
Brad Sutterfield, 57, of St. George, Utah, is the head coach of the Utah Tech men’s golf team. He’s making his 
championship debut and second USGA start, having previously competed in the 1987 U.S. Junior Amateur nearly 40 
years ago. Sutterfield played collegiately at Brigham Young University, where he earned all-conference honors alongside 
future professional golfer Mike Weir. He won the 1992 Utah State Amateur before playing professional golf for 15 years, 
earning three victories. He was named conference Coach of the Year in 2014. 
 
Tom Winegardner, 65, of Lothian, Md., owns and operates four car dealerships in Maryland. He qualified for the 
championship after earning medalist honors at the Mount Vernon Country Club qualifying site after an even-par 70. 
Competing in his fourth U.S. Senior Amateur and eighth overall USGA championship, Winegardner was the runner-up at 



 

the 2005 Maryland State Amateur and the Maryland Senior Amateur champion in 2018. His son, Charlie, played 
professionally on PGA Tour Canada for a few years. 
 
Pat Youngs, 68, of San Antonio, Texas, is a retired pilot playing in his second U.S. Senior Amateur. He has previously 
competed in three U.S. Amateurs and five U.S. Mid-Amateurs. He qualified for the 2005 U.S. Amateur while his wife, 
Eileen, served as commander of STS-114 aboard the space shuttle Discovery. A graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy, 
Youngs studied geography and served as team captain of the Academy’s golf team. He attended PGA Tour Qualifying 
School in 1985 and won the 2000 Texas Mid-Amateur Match Play Championship. 
 


