
   
 

 

              

 

 

 
71st U.S. Senior Amateur Championship – Fact Sheet 

 
Aug. 29-Sept. 3, 2026 

Baltimore Country Club, Lutherville, Md. 
mediacenter.usga.org | senioram.org | @usga 

 
PAR AND YARDAGE   
Baltimore Country Club will be set up at 6,564 yards and will play to a par of 35-35–70. The yardage for each 
round of the championship will vary due to course setup and conditions. 
 
BALTIMORE COUNTRY CLUB HOLE BY HOLE  
Hole 1 2 3 4  5 6 7 8 9 Total 
Par 4 4 4 3 4 5 4 4 3 35 
Yards 415    422 371 140 395 580 377 359 175 3,234     
        
Hole 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Total     
Par 4 4 4 3 5 4 4 3 4 35 
Yards 385 410 396 159 570 420 440 168 382 3,330 
      
ABOUT BALTIMORE COUNTRY CLUB 
Founded in 1898, Baltimore Country Club quickly emerged as a prominent club, hosting the 1899 U.S. Open just 
one year after opening. The Club expanded to its Five Farms campus in 1926 with the debut of the A.W. 
Tillinghast-designed East Course, now widely regarded as a classic. Today, BCC features two campuses, more 
than 3,000 members, and a long-standing reputation as one of the premier country clubs in the United States. 
 
WHO CAN ENTER  
The championship is open to any amateur golfer who is 55 years of age as of Aug. 29, and whose Handicap 
Index® does not exceed 5.4. 
 
ENTRIES 
The USGA accepted 2,779 entries for the U.S. Senior Amateur Championship. The record of 2,865 was established 
in 2022. The 2,500 mark has now been surpassed five times. 
 
QUALIFYING  
Qualifying rounds, conducted over 18 holes, were held from June 24-July 30 at 50 qualifying sites in 43 U.S. 
states. California and Florida hosted the most, with three sites each, while Nevada, Ohio and Texas each hosted 
two. Qualifying results can be found here. 
 
SCHEDULE OF PLAY  
Practice rounds will take place Aug. 27-28. The starting field of 156 players will play two rounds of stroke play 
with the low 64 scorers advancing to match play. The schedule is as follows: 

https://championships.usga.org/ussenioramateur/2026/qualifying.html


   
 

 

 
Aug. 29 (Saturday): First round, stroke play (18 holes) 
Aug. 30 (Sunday): Second round, stroke play (18 holes) 
Aug. 31 (Monday): Round of 64, match play 
Sept. 1 (Tuesday): Round of 32 and Round of 16, match play 
Sept. 2 (Wednesday): Quarterfinal and semifinal rounds, match play 
Sept. 3 (Thursday): Championship match (18 holes) 
 
ADMISSION  
Admission is free of charge and spectators are encouraged to attend. 
 
2025 CHAMPION  
Mike McCoy, 62, of Des Moines, Iowa, became the first player in USGA history to claim both a U.S. Mid-Amateur 
and U.S. Senior Amateur with his 3-and-2 triumph over Greg Sanders at Oak Hills Country Club, in San Antonio, 
Texas. Oak Hills, which was scheduled to host in 2028, took the championship because Biltmore Forest, in 
Asheville, N.C., was still recovering from Hurricane Helene. McCoy was competing in his 63rd USGA 
championship. He won the U.S. Mid-Amateur in 2013, two years before representing the USA in the Walker Cup 
Match at Royal Lytham & St. Annes, in England. He also captained the victorious USA side in 2024 in Scotland at 
the Old Course at St Andrews.  
 
U.S. SENIOR AMATEUR NOTES 

• The 71st U.S. Senior Amateur is the fifth USGA championship to be conducted at Baltimore Country Club. 
• This is the 27th USGA championship held in the state of Maryland, with the most recent being the 2026 

U.S. Adaptive Open, which was held at Woodmont Country Club.  
• This is the first U.S. Senior Amateur held in Maryland. 

 
USGA CHAMPIONSHIPS AT BALTIMORE COUNTRY CLUB  
Four USGA championships have been contested at Baltimore Country Club. In 1899, Willie Smith triumphed at the 
fifth U.S. Open, contested on Baltimore Country Club’s Roland Park Course. Thirty-three years later, C. Ross 
Sommerville defeated John Goodman, 2 and 1, in the 1932 U.S. Amateur championship match. The 1965 Walker 
Cup was hosted by Baltimore Country Club, where USA and GB&I finished tied at 11-11 after USA entered day two 
down 8-3 and then enjoyed a dominant run in the singles portion, retaining the cup as the defending champion. 
Lastly, in 1988, Liselotte Neumann won the U.S. Women’s Open by three strokes over Patty Sheehan with a 72-
hole total of 7-under 277.  
 
1899 U.S. Open (Willie Smith) 
1932 U.S. Amateur (C. Ross Sommerville) 
1965 Walker Cup (Halved; USA retained as defending champion) 
1988 U.S. Women’s Open (Liselotte Neumann) 
 
OTHER NOTABLE CHAMPIONSHIPS HOSTED BY BALTIMORE COUNTRY CLUB 
1928 PGA Championship 
2007 Senior Players Championship 
2008 Senior Players Championship 
2009 Senior Players Championship 
2017 Big Ten Men’s Golf Championship 
2018 Big Ten Men’s Golf Championship 
2025 Big Ten Men’s Golf Championship 
 
USGA CHAMPIONSHIPS IN MARYLAND 
This will be the 27th USGA championship played in Maryland and the first U.S. Senior Amateur in the state. USGA 
championships in Maryland date back to 1899, when the Willie Smith won the fifth U.S. Open, hosted by 
Baltimore Country Club. Since then, four U.S. Opens have been held in the Old Line State, one in 1921 at Columbia 
Country Club in Chevy Case, won by James M. Barnes, and three at Congressional Country Club in Bethesda 
(1964, won by Ken Venturi; 1997, won by Ernie Els; and 2011, won by Rory McIlroy). Louise Suggs won the first 
U.S. Women’s Open held in the state over Babe Didrikson Zaharias at Prince Georges Golf and Country Club in 



   
 

 

Landover, and Sweden’s Liselotte Neumann won the second and last edition of the championship held in 
Maryland when it was contested at Baltimore Country Club in 1988.   
 
RECENT USGA CHAMPIONSHIPS IN MARYLAND 
2002 U.S. Senior Open, Caves Valley Golf Club, Owings Mills (Don Pooley) 
2003 U.S. Junior Amateur, Columbia Country Club, Chevy Chase (Brian Harman) 
2011 U.S. Open, Congressional Country Club, Bethesda (Rory McIlroy)  
2020 U.S. Women’s Amateur, Woodmont Country Club, Rockville (Rose Zhang) 
2021 U.S. Girls’ Junior, Columbia Country Club, Chevy Chase (Rose Zhang) 
2025 U.S. Adaptive Open, Woodmont Country Club, Rockville (Kim Moore | Kipp Popert) 
2026 U.S. Adaptive Open, Woodmont Country Club, Rockville (Kim Moore | Kipp Popert) 
 
EXEMPT PLAYERS: A total of 37 players are fully exempt into the 2026 U.S. Senior Amateur based on 
performances in USGA championships and other elite amateur competitions, or by being in the top 10 (April 
15) or top 25 (June 10) age-eligible points leaders of the World Amateur Golf Ranking®/WAGR®.  
    
WHAT THE CHAMPION RECEIVES  
Among the benefits received by the 2026 U.S. Senior Amateur champion are: 

• A gold medal and custody of the Frederick L. Dold Trophy for the ensuing year 
• Exemption from qualifying for the 2027 U.S. Senior Open Championship at Oak Tree National 
• Exemption from qualifying for the 2027 and 2028 U.S. Amateur Championships 
• Exemption from qualifying for the next 10 U.S. Senior Amateur Championships 
• Exemption from qualifying for the 2026 and 2027 U.S. Mid-Amateur Championships 
• Exemption from local qualifying for the 2027 U.S. Open Championship 
• Name inscribed on the 2026 USGA champions’ plaque that will reside in the Hall of Champions 

inside the USGA Museum & Library, Liberty Corner, N.J. 
 
CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY  
The U.S. Senior Amateur Championship trophy was donated in 1955 by Frederick L. Dold, of Wichita, Kan., who 
had retired from the USGA Executive Committee after five years of service. The art-deco trophy, produced by 
Rogers Brothers, features a gold-plated stem with blue enamel and a distinctive hand-hammered bowl. The 
trophy serves as an iconic representation of the championship and a fitting tribute to its champions.   
 
CHAMPIONSHIP HISTORY  
This is the 71st U.S. Senior Amateur Championship. The Senior Amateur, for amateur golfers of at least 55 years of 
age, made its debut in 1955.   
  
The addition of the U.S. Senior Amateur gave the USGA twice as many championships as it had conducted before 
World War II, when there were just four: the U.S. Amateur, U.S. Open, and U.S. Women’s Amateur, all started in 
1895, and U.S. Amateur Public Links (1922). From World War II through 1955, the USGA added four 
championships: the U.S. Junior Amateur (1948), U.S. Girls’ Junior (1949), U.S. Women’s Open (1953) and U.S. 
Senior Amateur (1955). The USGA now conducts 15 national championships, 10 of which are exclusively for 
amateurs.  
  
The first U.S. Senior Amateur, at Belle Meade Country Club, in Nashville, Tenn., received 370 entries from 30 
states and the District of Columbia. J. Wood Platt, 56, an eight-time Philadelphia Amateur champion, defeated 
George Studinger, of San Francisco, Calif., 5 and 4, in the final.  
  
In 1959, J. Clark Espie, who had won in 1957, became the U.S. Senior Amateur’s first two-time champion. Lewis 
W. Oehmig, a record six-time finalist, is the only three-time champion (1972, 1976, 1985). Oehmig is also credited 
as the oldest U.S. Senior Amateur champion, winning the title in 1985 at age 69.  
  
A total of 14 players have won the championship multiple times, most recently Paul Simson (2010, 2012). Three 
players have won the championship in consecutive years, including William C. Campbell in 1979 and 1980. 



   
 

 

Campbell, a past USGA president, also claimed the 1964 U.S. Amateur, and was the runner-up in the inaugural 
U.S. Senior Open in 1980. 
 
FUTURE U.S. SENIOR AMATEUR HOST SITES  
Aug. 28-Sept. 2, 2027: Seattle Golf Club, Seattle, Wash. 
Aug. 26-31, 2028: Biltmore Forest Country Club, Asheville, N.C. 
Aug. 25-30, 2029: The Omni Homestead Resort (Cascades Course), Hot Springs, Va. 
Aug. 24-29, 2030: The Country Club of North Carolina, Pinehurst, N.C. 
Aug. 28-Sept. 2, 2032: Country Club of Buffalo, Williamsville, N.Y. 
Aug. 27-Sept. 1, 2033: Canterbury Golf Club, Cleveland, Ohio 
Aug. 26-31, 2034: Portland Golf Club, Portland, Ore. 
Aug. 25-30, 2035: Columbia Country Club, Chevy Chase, Md. 
Aug. 23-28, 2036: Belle Meade Country Club, Nashville, Tenn 
TBD 2038: Quaker Ridge Golf Club, Scarsdale, N.Y. 
 
CONTENT HUB 
Championship images and videos are available complimentary to media for usage in editorial coverage of the 
2026 U.S. Senior Amateur courtesy of the USGA through the Content Hub. A one-time registration is required. 
 
MEDIA OPERATIONS/SERVICE 
Please contact Angela Ding (ading@usga.org) for more information regarding your U.S. Senior Amateur 
coverage.  
 
For more information on the USGA, visit usga.org. Media-specific information can be found in the USGA’s Online 
Media Center: mediacenter.usga.org. To apply for media credentials, visit mediacenter.usga.org/credentials. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcontenthub.usga.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CBDePasquale%40USGA.org%7C7f12b6424fbe4f791e2708db6947c2db%7C17abf7083a064391bdbd06808d1b9f81%7C0%7C0%7C638219529170655931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BBjh3VHUW1Lqh6%2FL5w9oSvkpTsMZPaiC2bhAcKBzHqw%3D&reserved=0
https://contenthub.usga.org/app/api/insights/index.html#!/signup
http://www.usga.org/
http://mediacenter.usga.org/credentials

