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Q: All right, Josh. Going into your final qualifying round, if you go back a few weeks ago, how would 

you have reacted if I told you that it’s looking like you’re going to be the stroke-play medalist here 

at Merion? 

I mean, couldn’t write it up any better. Wasn’t trying to get ahead of myself at all. 

Didn’t expect it, if I was being honest. Just went out and tried to play quality golf, get to 

match play and see what happens. 

Q: What is it about this golf course that you think kind of suits your game? 

I’m pretty good at staying patient. So when I do hit a bad shot, I’m able to get back and 

play as fast as possible. My ball striking was really good today, so, I mean, that leads to 

good scores. But just being able to continue with a good plan, not get in trouble as 

much as I can and make a lot of pars. 

Q: You had a pretty big gallery following you around out there. What was it like playing in front of 

them? Did that bring out any nerves? 

It did early. The first hole, I chunked a 3-wood and it went like 280. The hands were 

shaking. We were pretty excited. Wasn’t super nervous, just more excitement. The 

gallery was holed out on hole two, so everyone kind of started buzzing right away. So 

that was fun. 

Q: What would it mean to you to actually earn medalist honors and then get awarded tomorrow? 



I mean, man, it’s pretty sweet. I haven’t been able to play too many USGA 

championships, so this is my second one. So being able to play it, play good golf, yeah, I 

mean, it’s been an awesome two days so far. 

Q: What was the club and numbers you had on one and two? 

One, I had 96. Sand wedge, 56, and then on two, it was like 10 feet just behind it, 

maybe 11 feet. 

Two was 174, 7-iron. We were trying to hit 7 short. Same thing, nerves were going. We 

were pretty excited. So it flew four short and just rolled dead center. So, yeah. 

Q: I heard some people in the crowd talking about how this course was only a short train ride down 

from home. What does it mean to be this close to home and have all that support out there? 

Yeah, I mean, it’s awesome. There’s a lot of people who’ve never seen me play who 

were able to get out to play this week. So, I mean, it was super special. Guys were 

probably close. They took a bus over here this morning, so that was fun.  

I mean, there’s no experience like staying in my own bed, eating my mom’s food. She 

made chicken parm last night, so couldn’t complain. And, yeah, just excited to be in my 

style of golf, too. 

Q: How many times have you played Merion before this week? 

Before the practice round, four times. So this was my sixth time. 

Q: What was the first time you’d been out here? 

Played in the State Am in ’21 here. So no practice round, but when I played, played 

well. I finished fourth. And then my buddy got me on two weeks ago. 

Q: You said this is only your second USGA championship. How long has this one maybe been circled 

on the calendar? 

Yeah, I mean, that was the Mid-Am thing, Am too. So we were able to play our State 

Am at Oakmont two weeks ago. So that was a big one on the calendar, and we get to 

play really cool courses, sleep in my own bed. 



I mean, I kind of turn pro after this week, so just was kind of preparing for that, being 

comfortable, not trying to wear myself down. 

Q: Josh, are you a merch guy? 

Yeah, of course. 

Q: Have you been to the shop? 

I did. I was here on Friday. 

Q: What did you pick up? 

Holding this hoodie. Big hat guy, so I think I got three or four hats. And then a belt, 

Smathers & Branson belt, you know? So dropped a little bit. 

Q: Where would you rank this logo? 

It’s top tier. Here’s good. Seminole’s good, Pine Valley, Oakmont. So, I mean, it’s got to 

be top three for me. 

Q: What’s your favorite? 

I mean, I guess National, probably. Just because of the aura when you see it, you know?  

Q: Right after the round, your mom gave you a big hug. What did she say to you? 

Proud of me. Yeah, I mean, that was really cool. You know, having family out here, it’s 

just nice. It’s always fun walking off the last hole, even if you play bad, to go over to 

Mom and stuff like that. 

Q: What are you making for dinner tonight? 

I don’t know. I don’t think we’re making anything. 

Q: Your teammate, Michael Luciano, is staying with you this week. How fun has that been? Are you 

guys hanging out at night, or are you going your separate ways? 

I mean, it’s been good. We’ve been on the opposite wave, so I was pretty tired last 

night. I had a 3:45 wake-up, so I was kind of to bed early. But his brother is also 

caddying for him. He’s staying with us, too. 



And our State Am, like, flipped. So it was up in Scranton, so I stayed with him. I played 

well this week. It seems like, I think he played well too, and I chatted with him. He’s 

moving on. Perfect. So, I mean, can’t complain. 

Q: It’s your birthday on Friday, right? How do you typically celebrate your birthday, and if you’re still 

alive in this championship, where would that birthday rank? 

I mean, anytime you can tee it up at Merion, it’s going to be a good day. So on the 

birthday, that’d be really cool, special. But usually just golfing. I think I’m usually down 

at school, so... 

Q: Are you turning 21 or 22? 

23.  

Q: 23? 

I took a gap year, yeah. 

Q: Have you been to any of the championships hosted here recently, like the Curtis Cup? 

I was not. I think I was traveling. We’re pretty busy in the summer. 

Q: Did I read somewhere that you carry a 61-degree wedge? Is there any reason, and did you hit 

that down the stretch at all? 

Yeah. I don’t think I used it down the stretch. I hit a lot of greens coming out, which 

helped. So, yeah, I do have a 61. It goes 61, 56, 51, 46. I don’t know. My fitter set it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


