
U.S. Amateur 
Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2026 

Philadelphia Country Club 

Finn Koelle 

Germany  

1-over-71(second round, stroke play) 

 

Q: You walked off a little disappointed with the two late bogeys, but ultimately you're through to 

match play. 

Finn Koelle: Yeah, I got through to match play, that's for sure. I want to play the best I 

can every day, so to finish like that, I don't think anybody would be very happy about it. 

But now I've got to refresh and regroup for tomorrow. 

Q: You've been through match-play events before. How do you mentally put this round behind you 

and reset for tomorrow? 

Koelle: We're going to eat and then have a quick practice session. After that, it should 

be gone. Maybe I'll just do something else besides golf later this afternoon. 

Q: What would you do to get your mind off golf? 

Koelle: Maybe just go into Philly and explore the city. 

Q: Anything you really want to see? 

Koelle: Maybe the Rocky statue. 

Q: What was different today compared to yesterday? 

Koelle: There was a lot more wind today, especially around the turn for me, which 

made it a lot more difficult. The greens are a little bit slower than they are at Merion, 

so I had to adjust to that a little bit. 

Q: You mentioned you were sick earlier this summer. Did that take you out of some events? 



Koelle: Yeah, exactly. I was sick right when I came back from college. I had to pull out of 

the British Amateur and the European Amateur. 

Q: What was the illness? 

Koelle: I don't know what it was. I was just lying in bed with a fever for five or six days. 

Q: Did it take a while to get your strength back? 

Koelle: Yeah. I was out for at least 10 days. 

Q: You also played in a DP World Tour event earlier this summer. How did you get into that event? 

Koelle: I got an exemption through the German Golf Association. 

Q: What was that experience like, playing your home country's professional event? 

Koelle: It was awesome. I played pretty well and finished 30th. There were a lot of 

really good professionals there, so it was a great experience. 

Q: Was that your first professional event? 

Koelle: Yeah, pretty much. 

Q: Now you're into match play in your first U.S. Amateur. What has the experience been like so far? 

Koelle: It's special. The courses are pretty tough, but it's been awesome. 

Q: How did you end up at Washington all the way from Germany? 

Koelle: There are probably 20 or 30 college coaches who come over to Europe every 

year to recruit. That's basically how I got there. Coach saw me at the European Boys' 

Team Championship. 

Q: How have you liked being at Washington and living in Seattle? 

Koelle: I love it there. 

 

 



 

 

 


