U.S. Amateur

Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2026

Philadelphia Country Club

Miles Russell 4, N
Jacksonville Beach, FL. &R\O

even-70(second round, stroke play)

Q: Is it more motivating when you're playing with guys like Tyler Watts and Preston Stout, who are
also Walker Cup guys, compared to playing with two guys you may not know? Does it raise your
game?

Miles Russell: Sure. It's always nice to play with really good players. It kind of brings out
the best in you. You get to see good shots, and that helps you picture a good shot
yourself.

Q: What a summer you've had. How are you feeling physically after all the golf you've played over
the last three or four weeks?

Russell: | feel very good. | got a nice few days off last week, and I'm ready to go.
Q: What did you do last week? Did you take some time away from golf?
Russell: | still played golf, but it just wasn't competitive.

Q: What are your thoughts going into match play? You've had a lot of experience recently, reaching
the final at the U.S. Junior and the semifinals at the Western Amateur. How do you feel going into
match play here?

Russell: | feel as good as I've felt going into any other match play. I've played a lot of it,
and I've got a good game plan going into it.

Q: Merion is very different from Philadelphia Cricket Club. How does your game set up for Merion
now that you'll play the rest of the championship there?



Russell: Merion's very different. At this golf course, you hit a lot of drivers and a lot of
7-irons. It's a big golf course. Merion has a few holes like that, but there are a lot more
where you have to plot your way around. You just have to golf your ball there.

Q: Do you like that type of golf, where you have to hit specific targets rather than just hitting
driver?

Russell: | do. Exactly, yeah.

Q: Last year you lost in the quarterfinals here, then reached the final at the U.S. Junior and the
semifinals at the Western. You've made several deep match-play runs but fallen just short. Has
fatigue played a role at all?

Russell: No. I've played really good golf. | haven't really given away any matches I've
lost. I've just gotten beat, which is kind of what happens in match play. You only get 18
holes. I'll take 72 holes of stroke play any day. In match play, you're playing one guy
instead of the field, and if that guy happens to go out and have himself a day, that's
golf.

Q: You and Tyler have a lot in common. You're both on the Walker Cup team, both lefties and have
played a lot of junior events together. Is there any thought that you guys could be paired together
in a few weeks?

Russell: We'll see. That's not quite our decision. Maybe we have a little influence on it,
but we'll see.

Q: At the U.S. Open, | asked you what it's like being called the next great player in golf. How much
pressure did you feel coming into this week given your success at the U.S. Amateur last year and
throughout this summer?

Russell: It's just another tournament. | come in and play my game.

Q: How do you compartmentalize the outside expectations? People have compared you to some of
the best junior golfers ever. What does that mean to you?

Russell: | don't know. | mean, that's pretty cool, but | don't really pay attention to it too
much. | just try to be me.






