U.S. Amateur

Tuesday, Aug. 11, 2026

Philadelphia Country Club

Tyler Watts 4, Q
Huntsville, AL. €R\O

5-under-65 (second round, stroke play)

Q: Give us your thoughts on that performance.

Tyler Watts: | just played solid. | didn't hit my driver great, but the fairways were pretty
wide, so it worked out well. | was able to give myself a good amount of birdie putts on
my back nine and made a few putts here and there.

Q: It was raining throughout the round, but you kept it going. Was there a big par save or clutch
birdie putt that kept your momentum going?

Watts: No, | can't think of anything. | was just picking my spots and playing the course
the way | prepared for it. | ended up shooting a good number.

Q: Is there a difference when you're playing with guys like Miles Russell and Preston Stout
compared to two guys you don't know? Does it raise the level of your game at all?

Watts: | think your preparation is what allows you to play really good golf, but | do think
playing with two really good players and two buddies helps. It kept it loose out there,
and it was a lot of fun. It always is.

Q: Do you and Miles have a little bit of a junior rivalry?

Watts: | guess if people want to call it that. We're two really good friends, and we just
happen to compete against each other a lot. It's always really fun when we do.

Q: Did you guys talk about the Walker Cup at all out there?

Watts: A little bit. We're all really excited for it. It'll be super fun to get over there.



Q: You took a little break, skipping the U.S. Junior before playing the Western Amateur. Was that
planned to give yourself some rest?

Watts: Yeah, absolutely. The past couple years, when | get to this event specifically, I'm
usually pretty burnt out from playing so much golf in the summer. This year, | wanted to
take it easy. I'm going to college next week, and | definitely wanted to put a bigger
circle around this event.

Q: You're in a position where you could potentially be the top seed for match play. Any thoughts
about being the medalist?

Watts: | haven't looked at a leaderboard at all, so | have no thoughts on that, actually.

Q: You currently have a two-stroke lead with a lot of golf still to be played. What would it mean to
you to be the medalist?

Watts: It would be great. | guess it would show how I'm playing at the moment, but at
the end of the day, it doesn't mean anything. We have to go into match play, and I'd
have to play the 64 seed and keep going from there.

Q: How do you transfer what you did today back to Merion, and how different are the two courses?

Watts: Merion's tough. | actually played pretty well yesterday, | just didn't finish great.
You've got to hit a lot better shots out there. | played well today, but | actually think |
need to go practice and get a little better because when you miss it at Merion, it's not
going to be as forgiving as it is here.

Q: Is the rough here nearly as difficult as Merion's?
Watts: | don't think so. Not nearly as bad.

Q: You mentioned how well you're playing right now. How much confidence do you have in your
game?

Watts: I'm definitely confident. I've been working really hard, and seeing that pay off is
nice.

Q: Would you like to see two lefties paired together at the Walker Cup, or does it not really matter
to you?



Watts: | don't care. I'll leave it up to Captain Nathan. We're all good buddies, and | think
we'd love to play together, but that's not up to me.



