U.S. Amateur

Monday, Aug. 10, 2026

Philidelphia Country Club

Mike McCoy 1, S
Des Moines, lowa €R\O
5-over 75 (first round, stroke play)

Q: First of all, what's it like to be the oldest guy in the field?

Mike McCoy: It's an honor to be here. You don't turn down a chance to play in the U.S.
Amateur. | knew it was going to be hard coming in, but | wanted to give it my best.

Q: Are you proud of that? Is being here at this point in your career something you'll take with you
for a while?

McCoy: It is. I've played in 21 of these, and I'm proud of that because | qualified for
most of them. | had a couple exemptions, but to play your way in here, it keeps you
young.

Q: Do you feel that playing alongside some of these younger guys? You're playing with an 18-year-
old U.S. Junior Amateur champion.

McCoy: Exactly. | was playing with kids today who weren't even born when | played in
the 2005 Amateur here. That longevity, I've kept my game in reasonable shape, so I'm
proud of the fact that | qualified.

Q: What do you remember about playing the U.S. Amateur at Merion in 2005?

McCoy: It was just as hard. | remember the thick rough, demanding greens and how
challenging it was. Very tough.

Q: When you come back to Merion now, does it look and feel the same?

McCoy: | know they've done a lot of work, and | know the membership is really proud
of their history. They're excited about the U.S. Open coming up. As Buddy said in his



letter, to play in a U.S. Amateur is an honor, but to play one at Merion is kind of historic.
I've played two of them at Merion now, and | think that's pretty good.

Q: Especially when you consider the history here, with people like Ben Hogan and Bobby Jones. Do
you feel that history as a player?

McCoy: Definitely. It's remarkable how well those guys played over the years.
Equipment has evolved and they've added some length to the golf course where they
can, but it's probably still a pretty similar golf course to what those guys played.

Q: You've seen the U.S. Amateur field over 21 years. How does the quality of play now compare to
2005? Is it younger, better, longer?

McCoy: Younger and better. Stronger, too. There's much more power in the game.
They're much younger and much more seasoned players. They've got all the shots
already at 18, 19, 21 years old. They're ready. Some of these kids will probably win Tour
events within the next two or three years. You're seeing it.

Everybody used to think you peaked in your 30s, but I'm not so sure anymore. Maybe
you peak in your early to mid-20s now.

Q: You've been a Walker Cup captain, so you've seen up close just how good these young players
are. What stands out?

McCoy: How aggressively they play. They drive it into places where we never would've
dreamed of hitting driver, and they fit it right in there now. It's amazing.

Q: Merion is only around 6,800 or 6,900 yards, which is short by modern standards. Why does it
remain so difficult?

McCoy: The long holes are very long and tough, and the short holes are playable. But
there are five, six, seven holes out there that are real bears. You could play a U.S. Open
here today and they wouldn't tear it up. It'll hold its own.

Q: It seems like this could be a course where mid-amateurs can have success. Is that because of the
nature of Merion?



McCoy: | think so. They can play most of the holes, and in match play, even if they
struggle on a couple of the others, there are enough holes where they can make birdies
and have a chance.

It's not a grip-it-and-rip-it course like you see at some Tour events. You really have to
use your head out there. There's such a premium on hitting fairways because if you hit
it in the rough, you can't reach the greens. You're just chopping it out.

Q: Do you like those types of golf courses?

McCoy: | do. | think it's what a USGA championship has always been about, playing a
difficult test, and this is a difficult test.

Q: When you got into your 60s, did you ever envision yourself getting another chance to play in the
U.S. Amateur?

McCoy: Not really. | kind of smiled when | walked in and saw my name on the locker. |
thought, "l didn't think I'd ever see that again."

Q: You've also had the opportunity to play in several U.S. Amateurs alongside your son. What has
sharing golf with him meant to you?

McCoy: We still have a lot of fun. He calls me every night on the way home from work
and tells me about his practice session, what he's thinking about and what he's working
on. We have that in common. We're both goofy about it.

Q: You'll also get another opportunity next year because your U.S. Senior Amateur championship
gives you a two-year exemption.

McCoy: That's right. I'll go to Oak Hill next year. I'm looking forward to it.
Q: Are yous still able to enjoy a week like this while also trying to compete?

McCoy: Oh, yeah. | got off to a good start today and hit some pretty good shots. The
ball just fed into the rough a few times, and you don't know how it's going to come out.
| misplayed a couple little short chip shots, but everybody is struggling with that. It's
hard for everybody. It's a test.






