
U.S. Amateur 
Monday, Aug. 10, 2026 

Merion Golf Club  

Finn Koelle 

Germany 

5-under 65 (first round, stroke play) 

 

Q: 5-under 65 out there today. What was working so well for you? 

Finn Koelle: I put myself in some good positions and made a couple of putts, so that 

helped. 

Q: Can you talk about the course a little bit? It's a shorter course, but there aren't many holes 

where you can really get aggressive. How do you balance being conservative and aggressive? 

Koelle: I would say one of the par 5s is reachable and one isn't, so you just have to be 

really precise with your wedges. First of all, you have to keep it in the fairway. With the 

rough that long, it's definitely harder. If you hit good wedges, you can get close to a 

couple of pins, and then you just have to make putts. 

Q: Really nice save on 18 there. Was short game something you were focusing on coming into the 

week at Merion? 

Koelle: I wanted to work on my short game in general. That was the area where I had 

the most room to improve, so I definitely worked on that beforehand. I'm glad it 

worked out today. 

Q: Is this your first U.S. Amateur? Have you played in any USGA junior events or anything else over 

here? 

Koelle: This is my first U.S. Amateur. I come from Germany, so I usually play all the 

European events. I haven't played anything big here in the States, just some smaller 

junior tournaments when I was younger. 



Q: It's obviously nice to be sitting near the top of the leaderboard. Is this something you could have 

expected coming into the week? 

Koelle: Honestly, I just came here and wanted to enjoy the whole week. It's my first 

U.S. Amateur, and to play it at a golf course like this is something I've always dreamed 

of. I'm just happy to be here. 

Q: Do you have any family or friends here with you? 

Koelle: Yeah, my family and my parents are here right now, and my assistant coach is 

caddying for me. 

Q: Since your college season ended, you've only played in two events. Do you feel rested coming 

into this week? 

Koelle: I actually got sick twice over the summer, so I had to pull out of the British 

Amateur and the European Amateur. I had a fever for nearly five days, so that was why 

I didn't play. I definitely learned a lot about myself, and it's great to be here. 

 

 

 

 

 


