U.S. Amateur

Monday, Aug. 10, 2026

Merion Golf Club

Noah Kent 2, EN
Naples, FLA. €R\O

3-under 67(first round, stroke play)

Q: Congrats on a great round today. Talk a little bit about your round and the course as well.

Noah Kent: The course is really, really good. Having a venue like this for the U.S.
Amateur is really special, just with all the history. To get off to a good start definitely
helps, and hopefully | can keep it going the rest of the week.

Q: Really nice finish there on 18. How important is the short game around this course this week?

Kent: The rough is gnarly, the bunkers are hard, the pins are good, and the greens are
really good. | think making sure you keep it simple and don't overcomplicate things is
important. The short game is definitely important for keeping a round and your
momentum going.

Q: You were the runner-up in 2024 and have played in a lot of big championships since then. How
has all of that prepared you for this week?

Kent: | think it's prepared me a lot. I've had some pretty amazing opportunities thanks
to this tournament. To be back here, | still get so nervous walking up to the first tee,
and finishing on 18 when you have a good round going still brings those same nerves.
To get off to a good start is definitely a good feeling.

Q: You've experienced what an entire week at the U.S. Amateur can be like. How does that help
you prepare for these first two days of stroke play? Is there anything you learned from making that
run before?



Kent: | don't know if I'd say it's a mindset thing. | definitely took a pretty big gut check
last year. | missed the cut and didn't even come close. | think | missed it by four, so |
definitely had this circled on my calendar again.

| think it's about keeping things simple. | remember when | was playing really good in
college, I'd play video games between rounds. You can overcomplicate this week really
quickly. If you can stay in your routine and know who you are as a person, rather than
trying to do something you're not used to, | think that's really important.

Q: In terms of your game, how did you feel coming into this week?

Kent: | felt really good. | got hooked up with a really good local caddie. My stepdad has
some really good connections out here, and being able to have local eyes walking
around with me gives me a lot of confidence in the sight lines, reading the greens and
knowing where | need to hit it into the greens. It takes one less variable out of my
hands and gives me something | can rely on pretty heavily, which is nice.

Q: You're a long player, but this isn't a particularly long golf course. How does the course suit your
game, and how do you have to adjust?

Kent: On the long holes, it allows me to hit driver. On the short holes, | can get away
with hitting a little less club, which is nice. | like how it tests every asset of your game.
On 18, you have to hit a perfect drive to keep it in the fairway. On 14, you have to place
it perfectly at the corner. On 16, you've got to hit it perfect.

There's not one thing you can rely on. You can't bomb and gouge it out here. You have
to play what the course gives you, and | feel like it can definitely bite you at any
moment.

Q: With your length, do you ever get tempted to be more aggressive on some of these holes?

Kent: | think you've just got to get through these first two days, and then you can let
your brain wander like it wants to. | had a pretty solid game plan coming in with my
caddie. We're going to hit 4-iron here, and then on another hole you can let the big dog
eat. | had a very set routine and process before | started the round, and | knew no
matter how | was playing; | was going to stick to it.

Q: How many drivers did you hit today?



Kent: Five.



