
U.S. Amateur 
Monday, Aug. 10, 2026 

Merion Golf Club  

Tyson Shelley 

Salt Lake City, UT. 

3-under 67(first round, stroke play) 

 

Q: Obviously a disappointing finish, but a really exciting back nine. What was working for you out 

there today? 

Tyson Shelley: I did everything pretty well. I hit a lot of approach shots close, which 

was really nice. I had a lot of six-footers for birdie, and then when I hit it to 15 feet, I 

made those as well. Like you said, it was obviously disappointing, but overall I'm pretty 

happy with the way I played. 

Q: A big storyline this week is obviously the golf course. What do you think of Merion, and how 

were you able to attack it today? 

Shelley: It's an unbelievable course. It's a championship golf course, so you've got to hit 

it in the fairway and hit the greens. The greens are a big part of the defense here, too, 

so you've got to make putts. I'm very excited to be here competing against the best 

amateurs in the world and looking forward to tomorrow. 

Q: Switching over to Philadelphia Country Club tomorrow, what did you think of it during your 

practice round? How is it different from Merion? 

Shelley: Honestly, I didn't think it was too different. I feel like it has the same kind of 

vibe. You have to keep it in the fairway. It's a little longer on some holes, so you have to 

make sure you hit those fairways. On the approach shots, you have to stay on the right 

side, and hopefully putt well, too. 

Q: You've played in some pretty big amateur events leading up to this week. Do you feel like that 

experience helped you today? 



Shelley: Yeah, 100%. I think every amateur event I've played in has given me more 

experience and helped me play the way I did today. 

Q: Looking back at your round, is there one specific part of your game that gets tested more than 

the others at Merion? 

Shelley: 100% around the greens. If you miss a shot into the greens, the rough is thick 

and the greens are dicey. If you miss a shot, you have to be really good with your hands 

and know how to chip it. Your short game gets tested a lot. 

 

 

 

 


