U.S. Amateur

Monday, Aug. 10, 2026
Merion Golf Club

Drue Nicholas
Egg Harbor Township, NJ

1-over 71 (first round, stroke play)

Drue Nicholas Interview

Q: Drue Nicholas, just talk us through that first round. Maybe the nerves on the first tee, hitting the first tee
shot of the championship at your home club.

Drue Nicholas: Yeah, | was really nervous. | was nervous to make contact with the ball.
Luckily, | did that, but it wasn't great. | was really nervous for the first six holes, and
then | settled down and played some good golf after that.

Q: Did you feed off the crowd support at all? You had a good crew out there with you.

Nicholas: A little bit. | also was really nervous because of it. | wouldn't say it hurt me or
helped me, but it was nice to have my family and friends out.

Q: You ended up 1-over. How would you assess the round overall?

Nicholas: A little stressful. | was nervous in the beginning, but luckily | have a lot of
experience on this golf course. | plotted my way around really well.

Q: How long have you been a member at Merion?
Nicholas: Since April.
Q: How many times do you think you've played this course since April?

Nicholas: Probably 20.

Q: Could you feel yourself settling down coming into the back nine? Things seemed to go a little better for
you there.



Nicholas: | could. The back five here are obviously very difficult, but | think | plotted my
way around them pretty well. | was thinking they're hard, but if you hit it in the fairway,
there are opportunities. Once | got through the first six holes, granted | was 3-over and
a little disappointed, but | knew | could do something on the back stretch.

Q: Do you know how many people you had out there between friends, family and Merion members?

Nicholas: Maybe like 30 or 40, right around there.

Q: | imagine that's not the usual size of your following for an amateur event like this. Was it a little strange
having that kind of crowd following you around?

Nicholas: It was in the beginning, and then | settled into it. The first couple holes, with
people walking around, I'm not used to that. It was a little different, but | got used to it.

Q: How confident do you feel in your ability to make the top 64 at Philadelphia Cricket Club tomorrow?

Nicholas: I'm going to have to play good. | think the golf course is playing pretty easy
today. | played far from my best golf and came out of here with 1-over. Whether or not
that's knowledge of the golf course, it is playing pretty easy. I'm going to have to play
well tomorrow, probably under par.

Q: Is there a little pressure that comes off knowing it's not your home course tomorrow? Maybe there will be
fewer people following your round?

Nicholas: Maybe a touch. The first day is always a little bit more stressful.

Q: What do you feel it's going to take tomorrow? Do you have a number in mind?

Nicholas: | think 1-under. I'll be okay with that. I'll be content. If | miss out shooting even,
| can sleep at night.

Q: Going to bed last night, what thoughts were going through your head knowing you were teeing off at
Merion this morning?

Nicholas: | was nervous. | didn't sleep great, but | was able to go to bed. Luckily, it was
such an early wake-up call that | feel like the night went by quickly. When | woke up, |
felt good. | was a little nervous and it was tough getting to sleep, but it was all right.

Q: How would you describe the nerves? What were you feeling on the opening tee shot and through those
first couple holes?



Nicholas: Just shaky. It's like | had a lot of caffeine, but | didn't have any caffeine. Just
overly jittery. That's the way | would describe it.

Q: Was there a shot that settled you down?

Nicholas: Hole 3, | birdied. | hit a great 5-iron there and made birdie. That settled me
down. Then on 5, | had a great opportunity, an 8-footer birdie, which would have been
great, but | three-putted that. | was on the wrong side of the hole and learned my
lesson. The greens were really quick this morning, quicker than I've ever seen them.

Q: What will be your lasting memory of the opening tee shot?

Nicholas: Probably when | saw the ball going right. | was just like, "Damn." | was really
disappointed in that. But it was a great experience, once in a lifetime.



