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[Molly Hardwick, 76, +4] 

Q. 4-over-par 76. You had the honor of 

hitting the opening tee shot today. What did 

that mean to you? 

Molly Hardwick: It was amazing. I felt so 

overwhelmed just being in my home state and 

having won the state amateur to get here. It 

was just such a cool moment. I honestly didn’t 

care what happened with the shot itself. Having 

that honor is something that I will remember 

forever.  

Q. You’re one of three players from 

Tennessee in the field this week. What does 

that mean to you? 

Molly Hardwick: It means so much. It’s so cool 

getting to be in my home state and to get to 

play in a home field. My family is only a couple 

of hours away from here and it was super easy 

for them to get here to watch. This is obviously 

such a historic event so having the honor of it 

being in my home state is really cool. 

Q. You made back-to-back birdies on the 

back nine. How did your round go overall? 

Molly Hardwick: It took me a little bit to settle in 

and I was struggling on the greens. I was hitting 

it fine all day. On the back nine, I really felt like I 

settled in. I got a little tip from my caddie on 

something with my setup for putting and that 

made all the difference. Definitely a lot more 

momentum on the back nine. I’m excited to go 

play again tomorrow. 

Q. It’s rained a little bit the past few days. 

How did the course compare to some of the 

practice round days.  

Molly Hardwick: The first practice round day, it 

was a lot softer, the greens weren’t quite as 

fast. There had been some rain that day. The 

second practice round was a lot more firm. This 

morning was a little softer and everything was 

getting more firm and fast as the day went on. 

There are definitely a lot of factors with the 

course at play where things are changing from 

the front nine to the back nine. There’s a lot to 

think about but it’s what makes the course so 

cool. 
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