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U.S. Junior Amateur
Championship

July 22, 2026

Saucon Valley Country Club
Bethlehem, Pa.

Round of 64 (Old Course)

Sohan Patel

Q: It wasn't the easiest of matches. You
were 3 down early on. Tell me about your
mindset when you're down three and
trying to bring the match back?

PATEL: “Yeah, Luke's [Ringkamp] an
unbelievable player. He definitely got me
there in the beginning, but | knew | was
playing good. | won co-medalist for a
reason. | just had to remind myself about
that, stay confident and play shot by shot. |
kind of did. | don't know how many under
par | played after that. A couple mistakes,
but that's something | can clean up right
after the round. I'm just so thankful that |

won.

Q: What do you think you learned about
yourself today?

PATEL: “l haven't been down in any U.S.
Junior match other than like Hole 15 or 16
against Hammy [Hamilton Coleman] in the
quarterfinals. | was always either tied or up
in matches. But | learned today that | could
come back from 3 or 4 down if | needed to,
and that's just so kind of cool.”

Q: Nobody likes to have a match like
this, but having one like this early in the
championship, do you think surviving
something like that helps you moving
forward?

PATEL: “Yeah, definitely. | knew today that
me getting the 3 seed was great, but | was
playing Luke, and Luke's probably one of
the best players in the field coming in. He
probably was one of the favorites to win the
thing. So it doesn't really matter the seed. |
knew he was going to come out with his
game today, and he did. We just battled
back and forth. There were a lot of holes
won with birdies, a lot of holes won with
pars. It was just an absolute grind out
there.”

Q: Did you feel like Mason [Howell] last
year when he drew Henry [Guan] first
round as the medalist?

PATEL: “Yeah, a little bit. But you just have
to play how you know how to play. | don't
know how Mason played, but | knew he was
playing good that week. Maybe he didn't
play his best that day, and that's why he
kind of lost. But everything is crazy in this
bracket kind of stuff. It doesn't really matter
what seed you are. Anyone could lose at
any point.”

Q: Take me through 18. What did you
have coming in?

PATEL: “Yeah, so | was aiming down the
left center with the wind, and | kind of
heeled it a little bit, so it started a hair too far
right and just crept into the rough. | was just
trying to get anything up there on the green,
like 20 feet or pin high. | mean, | just live for
those moments. I've worked for those
moments. | kind of had a feeling | was going
to make it, but | definitely thought Luke was



going to make it to go to extras. I'm thankful
| won on 18.”

Q: There weren't many emotions out
there, but you gave a pretty big fist pump
there.

PATEL: “Yeah, | only get really emotional
when the moment's really big, and | know
how hard | work. | know that the practice
that | do is extremely important. So when |
get out here and the results are what I'd
love them to be, | know I've hit a lot of putts
like that before and made them, so | know |
can make them at the biggest times.”

Q: Conditions obviously changed a lot
from yesterday. It was a lot breezier out
there.

PATEL: “Yeah, it was tough out there. |
think the morning matches probably scored
lower, but it got tough there at the end. The
greens got crispy. But I'm just so, so

happy.”



