
   
 

   
 

 

U.S. Junior Amateur 

Championship 
July 22, 2026 
Saucon Valley Country Club 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
Round of 64 (Old Course) 

 

Brayden Jones 

Q: How was it sleeping knowing you 

were going to be the top seed? 

JONES: “It was good. I mean, to play well 

those first two days felt really good. So, I 

mean, I was in a good spot very much.” 

Q: You've played match play before, but 

you've never really been in this position 

where you're the one being hunted. What 

is that like? How do you deal with the 

pressure? 

JONES: “I mean, I just try to play my game. 

I know I can do it. Being the 1 seed doesn't 

really mean anything. It kind of starts over 

for match play. So I just try to play my game 

and play true to myself.” 

Q: Did you carry some of your 

momentum over into today? 

JONES: “Yeah, for sure. I mean, like I said, 

I didn't really need to do anything special 

today. Just make pars, hit fairways, hit 

greens and two-putt. If you do that out here, 

you should make pars.”  

 

  

Q: Match play tends to be a little more 

aggressive. Did you experience any of 

that mindset today? 

JONES: “Somewhat. My opponent was a 

little erratic off the tee, so I knew I just had 

to get in the fairway and be aggressive 

when I could. Stay in the fairway or hit it to 

the middle of the green when he was out of 

position.” 

Q: When you get an early lead do you 

start to think, 'Okay, I just have to make 

pars and force him to do something 

special?' 

JONES: “Sort of, yeah. I just had to stay in 

it. I think I was maybe 3 or 4 up after 11 

holes, so I just had to stay in it. Not do 

anything special. Just try not to make any 

mistakes because you don't want to let him 

back in mentally.” 

Q: You only had to play one match 

today, so you got off the course fairly 

early. Nice to get a little rest going into 

what could be a long day tomorrow? 

JONES: “I know, yeah. Just get some rest, 

eat good food and get to bed early.” 

 

 

 


