
   
 

   
 

 

U.S. Junior Amateur 

Championship 
July 22, 2026 
Saucon Valley Country Club 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
Round of 64 (Old Course) 

 

Michael Asselta 

Q: Michael, you obviously come from a 

family of golf. Your younger brother Rory 

plays, and then your dad (Ryan) works 

for ESPN?  

ASSELTA: “Yes, he does. Yeah, he's doing 

broadcasting for ESPN Plus down at Ponte 

Vedra. He does about 5 tournaments a 

year.” 

Q: Your brother Rory’s had quite the 

summer, hasn’t he?  

ASSELTA: “Yeah. He didn't get into the 

U.S. Junior Amateur [this year], but he's 

already in for next year. I think he was the 

first guy in for next year. He won the Met 

Junior [last week].” 

Q: Do you and your brother ever travel 

with your dad on his broadcasting trips?  

ASSELTA: “We go down with him and they 

put us up in a Marriott there at Sawgrass. 

And since we're staying at the hotel, we can 

go practice at [TPC] Sawgrass. So, we get a 

full range and full chipping and putting area. 

It's a pretty good gig.”  

Q: You had a different caddy out there 

today, your brother right?  

ASSELTA: I had [Chris Baloga, Loyola 

Maryland coach] for stroke play. That was 

really cool. He had to go back home today, 

but he was he was great. Definitely very 

cool [to have Rory on the bag now]. I mean, 

we know each other's games so well. He 

knows exactly what to tell me on certain 

shots. It's very helpful. 

Q: So, pretty intense competition at 

home, I imagine?  

ASSELTA: “I've never really played by 

myself at home. We can just walk out to our 

course, so we got matches going all the 

time at Ramsey Country Club and Bergen 

County.” 


