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U.S. Junior Amateur
Championship

July 22, 2026

Saucon Valley Country Club
Bethlehem, Pa.

Round of 64 (Old Course)

Ronin Banerjee

Q: Ronin, great round today. 5 and 4
win. Canyou just tell me about the
match?

BANERJEE: “Yeah, | mean, | had a pretty
good game plan coming into it. | was just
really trying to stick to my strengths, picking
a shot and hitting the fairways and playing
pretty consistent. That's just what | did. |
didn't really miss any fairways. Kept it
toward the middle of the green. You know,
it's a tough course with long rough, so | kind
of let the mistakes happen and then
capitalized when | had the opportunities.”

Q: “You had a 9 and 8 win last year and
a 5 and 4 win this year, what is it about
these round 64 matches that just gets

you going?

BANERJEE: “Max is a great player. | know
him from California, so honestly, | didn't
even think that 9 and 8 was a possibility,
and it definitely wasn't. But, you know, |
just played good and | try to come out
with a pretty free mindset. Playing match
play kind of frees me up. You're not really

thinking about doubles or short siding
yourself as much. You're just swinging
free, and | think that's when | play my
best. | think that's why it suits me a little
bit, and | end up hitting my shots better
when I'm swinging free.”

Q: I know some players have a
preference between stroke and match
play. Do you prefer one over the other?

BANERIJEE: “I just love playing golf, but
obviously these match play tournaments
are really exciting. | used to play tennis,
so that one on one mentality is [pretty
great]. | kind of forgot what that feels like
and playing match play tournaments, and
team tournaments, it's a great feeling. It's
pretty fun.”

Q: Canyou just talk about your three-
hole stretch from Nos. 9-11 and what
was working for you?

BANERIJEE: “I'd made about eight pars at
that point, and | was fortunate to be 1 up.
| don't think | birdied 9, but it felt like a
birdie with how hard that hole is. | just
wanted to step up and make a good
swing. | found myself in that bunker [on
No. 9] but hit a really good bunker shot to
about 2 feet and made that putt.

“Thenon 10 and 11, I realized, you know,
I'm 2 up, but | also knew Max could make
a birdie or come back at any time. So, |
realized it was probably about time |
started getting a little more aggressive
and taking advantage of my lead. Luckily



on 10, | hit it to about 10 feet and made
the putt right after he had just barely
missed. Then on 11, | started to feel really
free and confident and hititto a couple
inches. It almost went in. So that was
pretty cool.”

Q: “What club did you use on that
approach shoton 11?

BANERIJEE: “I had a little chippy gap
wedge. My caddy got me pretty dialed
with a yardage and just kind of trusted it
and hititto about a foot.”



