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U.S. Junior Amateur
Championship

July 21, 2026

Saucon Valley Country Club
Bethlehem, Pa.

Second Round (Grace Course)

Sohan Patel

Q: Was becoming medalist the goal
today?

PATEL: "Yeah, | mean, | definitely
wanted to win medalist, but at the end of
the day, it doesn't matter that much. My
goal coming here this week was just to
get into match play and then see what
happens. | made a couple silly errors
today, but | also hit a lot of good shots.
So it all evens itself out. But I'm glad |
tied for medalist."

Q: Where were you when the weather
suspension happened? How many
holes did you have left?

PATEL: "Yeah, | had just come off
back-to-back three-putts, which wasn't
great. Then | had a wedge shot on 15
because | hit it in the rough off the tee.
So | wasn't in a great spot, but | kept
telling myself to be positive and just see
what happens. | ended up making
bogey on that hole, but then made a
bunch of pars to just calm everything
down, and then made a good birdie on

the long par-3, No. 3 on the Grace
Course."

Q: What did you hit into No. 3?

PATEL: "l hit 4-iron to like 18 feet short
of it and then made it. Then | made one
more birdie coming in and just left my
putt in the mouth on Hole 9, which was
my 18th hole."

Q: Were you thinking about [your putt
on the last hole to win solo
medalist]? Did you know that might
get you to the top?

PATEL: "Yeah, | knew that putt was to
win medalist, but | was just trying to hit it
with good speed. | mean, the minute
you start thinking, 'l want to make it,'
your speed gets off, and you can't make
that many putts if your speed's off."

Q: What did you do during the
weather delay break?

PATEL.: "l just chilled with my friend
Landon [Ashcraft]. We had a good time.
Hopefully he played good today. | don't
know what he shot."

Q: You made the quarterfinals last
year, so you've gotten close. What do
you need to do this year to win it all?

PATEL: "l don't know. | just feel like I'm
an overall better player than | was last
year. | kind of let some things go on the
last nine holes against Hamilton, who
eventually won. Great champion. But |
just feel like I'm overall sharper with my
game this year. So | think if | win a



couple matches, everything will take
care of itself if | just keep playing the
game | know how to play."

Q: Are you happy you got the full
round in today, don’t have to come
back and finish tomorrow?

PATEL: "Yeah. Actually, you know
what? It got a little tough out there with
how soft the greens were. Nine-irons
were ripping back 20 feet. So it was
definitely a good challenge, and I'm
excited for the rest of the way."



