
   
 

   
 

 

U.S. Junior Amateur 

Championship 
July 21, 2026 
Saucon Valley Country Club 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
Second Round (Old Course) 

 

Chase Yenser 

Q: Can you just talk to me about the 

round in general? 

YENSER: "Yeah, I mean, yesterday I felt 

like the score didn't really reflect how I 

played. I hit a bunch of really good shots, 

didn't really make any putts, and then had a 

really tough finish. So my caddie and I were 

just talking about it, how we were just going 

to have no pressure going into today. We 

didn't even expect to be here, so why not 

make something memorable of it? So I 

made a good birdie early, and that kind of 

got things going. The putter got super hot 

on the front. Made a bunch of putts. And 

that weather delay was, I mean, it was 

tough for sure. It was 45 or 50 minutes 

without hitting a golf shot, and I was super 

hot at that point, too. So I think the ability to 

just tune out and kind of just talk to my 

family and let everything simmer down for a 

minute really helped. Then the moment I got 

back on the course, I was dialed in. So I 

think just that in and out really helped. 

Going down the stretch, there were some 

tough holes. No. 16 is definitely tough. I 

made a bad bogey there, and I was kind of 

thinking I was probably on the cut line. Then 

I hit a good 54-degree on 17, tap-in birdie, 

and then hit it really close on 18 and made 

another birdie. So it all just came together 

really well. I thought we executed our shots 

properly, and that's all we could do." 

Q: Bogey on 16, then birdie 17 and birdie 

18. At what point were you aware that 

you were teetering on the cut line? 

YENSER: "Yeah, so at that break I looked, 

and I think the projected cut was like 4 or 5 

over. At that point I think I was 4 over. So I 

was thinking if I just make a bunch of pars 

on the back [I’d be good]... which I didn't. I 

made a bunch of birdies, which is even 

better. But yeah, I was kind of thinking down 

the stretch, when I made that bogey on 16, I 

was like, 'All right, I don't have many more 

shots here to work with.' And then I got 

those two back on the last two holes, which 

was awesome." 

Q: Again, you tied the low round of the 

day with Miles [Russell]. Pretty great 

round. I'm assuming you have a lot of 

family here? 

YENSER: "Yeah, I do. I mean, I live only 50 

minutes away, so I'm sleeping in my own 

bed this week, which is awesome. And I 

can't wait to play this place again 

tomorrow." 

Q: How's the support been today from 

family and friends? 

YENSER: "Oh, it's been so good. You 

know, a bunch of my buddies have come 

out. Obviously, most of my family is here. 

My grandparents are here. My Baylor 

coaches are here. I don't know, it's just so 

cool to have everyone be supportive. 

Having him on the bag has been such a 

treat this week, too." 



   
 

   
 

Q: Who's your caddie again? 

YENSER: "So his name's Andy Miller. He's 

the teaching professional out at LedgeRock, 

and he's also my uncle. So it's just been 

such a good time." 

Q: Obviously advancing to match play 

now. Does your mentality or strategy 

change? Are you a player that prefers 

match play over stroke play? 

YENSER: "I've honestly... I haven't played a 

bunch of match play in my life, so I'm really 

excited to get the chance to do that. I think 

we had a really good game plan out there 

today. Just commit to targets and hit 

aggressive shots. So I think that's what 

we're going to do. Just play against the golf 

course, and whatever my opponent's doing, 

we'll worry about that then." 

Q: "You’re playing the Old Course for the 

rest of the week. Do you feel like the Old 

Course suits your game better than the 

Grace?" 

YENSER: "We were talking, and I don't 

know what it is, but we just feel way more 

confident over these greens. Just reading 

putts, we had a lot of putts where we were 

just kind of running it up there, and we were 

like, 'Yeah, that's the line, 100 percent.' 

Whereas on the Grace Course, I didn't 

really feel that confidence, if that makes 

sense. So yeah, the Old Course suits my 

game for sure. Driver was really good today, 

and hopefully it's going to be good the rest 

of the week, too. I think that's a key part of 

it, too." 

 


