
   
 

   
 

 

U.S. Junior Amateur 

Championship 
July 21, 2026 
Saucon Valley Country Club 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
Second Round (Old Course) 

 

Miles Russell 

Q: “Can you talk to me about how the 

round felt today?” 

RUSSELL: “Got off to another nice start. 
A good drive on 10, a nice putt on 11 to 
save par, and then another good drive on 
12 where I made another good putt. On 
13, I hit another really good drive and then 
had probably my best chip of the day and 
kind of just kept cruising after that. On the 
back nine, I just tried to keep giving 
myself chances and tried to not leave 
myself in places where I didn't want to 
be.” 

Q: “Can you walk me through your 
eagle on No. 13?  

RUSSELL: “Hit a really nice drive that 
probably went about 308, 310-ish, just 
right up there just short [of the green] that 
probably left me 20 yards in or so. I used 
lob wedge and just hit a little chip I’ve 
been practicing, and it came out nice.” 

Q: “Obviously, a different course today. 
Do you feel like this one [Old Course] 
maybe suited your game better than 
yesterday or was it just settling in?” 

RUSSELL: “Maybe a little bit. I think the 
Grace Course played tough yesterday 
after all the wind, and those Poa greens in 
the afternoon -- being one of the last 
groups -- got a little bumpy. So, I think 
just being able to get out before all the 
foot traffic and play them while they’re a 
little soft [helped].” 

Q: “Did the weather affect your round 
at all? Change the course in any way?  

RUSSELL: “I mean, personally, I like it, 
when it's a little wet. I like it when it's firm, 
too, but chipping is a little easier out of 
the rough when it's a little wet. But [the 
rough] is a little thicker, and if you have to 
hit seven [iron] out of the rough, it's going 
to be a little tougher. At depends on how 
much it rains, but it can slow down the 
greens a little bit, but today it was nothing 
too crazy.”  

Q: “Some players have preferences 
between stroke play or match play. 
They like one better than the other. Are 
you one of those players?” 

RUSSELL: “It's just golf. You still have to 
play the same game you're going to play 
anyway. I didn't used to like match play as 
much as I do now. It's kind of grown on 
me. It's probably about 50/50 now. I've 
just played more match play, and I've 



   
 

   
 

learned how to play it a little better and 
developed a better mindset going into it.” 

 

 


