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U.S. Junior Amateur
Championship

July 21, 2026

Saucon Valley Country Club
Bethlehem, Pa.

Second Round (Old Course)

Dylan Boenning

Q: Can you just talk about your round
today, what went well?

BOENNING: “l mean, to be honest, | don't
think | hit very many fairways today. It
might have hit three or four. | just try to
put myself in these easiest spots
possible, but | drew some pretty bad lies
in the rough and just was able to chop it
out to a good wedge distance. I've also
been rolling it great all week, so | just
relied on my putter and then just had a
good back nine.”

Q: When you’re scrambling like you
were today, what do you rely on? What
part of your game do you lean on

BOENNING: “Mostly mental game, to be
honest. I've done a lot of work with my
sports psychologist Colleen back home.
Normally, my driving off the tee is the
strongest part of my game, but today it
just wasn't there. The putting and the
short game helped me today and | just
relied on keeping a steady head and using

the putter to my advantage.”

Q: You’re one of six college players in
the field, do you feel like that gives you
an edge?

“Yeah, absolutely. | was fortunate enough
to play every event during my freshman
year, and | feel like I've gained a lot of
experience playing under pressure and
with coaches around. | know it's a little
different for me because I'm not a junior
trying to get recruited. That definitely puts
pressure in the back of your mind,
especially having the assistant coach on
your bag. | think just having the
experience of playing a lot of different golf
courses, with rough and pin positions like
this, has prepared me well because it's
good college-type golf.”

Q: Speaking of having coaches around,
| saw Dustin [Washington State Head
Coach] over there, and you obviously
have your assistant coach on your
back. Canyou talk about what their
support this week means to you?

BOENNING: “It's great. | know they're out
here recruiting, butit's an honor and
approach privilege to have Derek on the
bag this week as an assistant coach, and
I've done a lot of work with him over this
past year. I’'m fortunate enough to be a
great friends with him. So it's a fun time.”

Q: “Do you have a preference between
stroke play and match play?”



BOENNING: “l think match play is
definitely a different strategy than stroke
play. There are times when you need to be
a little more aggressive, and there are
also times when you're a couple up and
just want to play conservatively and not
make mistakes. In stroke play, you don't
want to mess up either, but | think match
play is more strategy-based. Stroke play
can get very monotonous, kind of the
same thing over and over again. In match
play, every hole can bring a completely
different mindset, which makes it a little
more fun.”

Q: “Talk about the weather this
morning, how did that affect the
course?

BOENNING: “Yeah, for sure. Balls don't
go as far. Rough gets really thick when it
gets wet. Especially coming off yesterday,
you know, finishing in the afternoon and
the ground was hard. You weren't really
having to fix your pitch marks out here
where stuff is kind of just plopping down
on the green. It was different today;
fairways were the priority this morning.”



