
   
 

   
 

 

U.S. Junior Amateur 
Championship 
July 20, 2026 
Saucon Valley Country Club 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
First Round (Grace Course) 
Reed Arnaldo 
67 (-3) 

Q: Tough way to finish with consecutive 
bogeys. 

ARNALDO: “Same thing. Three putt [on 
both 17 and 18]. It's just loss of focus.” 

Q: You get to 5 under, do you start thinking 
about a really low score? 

ARNALDO: “No, not really. I mean, just a 
long day, just loss some focus. I mean, I 
putted it great the entire day. Yeah, I'm not 
too worried.” 

Q: Tell us about the eagle on 10. 

ARNALDO: “Just hit 3 iron [off thee] into the 
fairway, then 4-iron just short right of the 
green, and then chipped in. Really good 
chip. 20 yards, probably.” 

Q: How far was the 4-iron second shot? 

ARNALDO: I had about 240 [yards], and I 
hit it, like, like 230 just right out of the green. 

Q: Well, you're you're one of the older 
players in this field. Does it feel weird to be 
looking around and seeing 14- and 15-year-
olds? 

 

ARNALDO: “It's definitely weird still being 
able to play this, but I guess it feels weird 
because I'm a young kid in college. I mean 
there's plenty of people out here older than 
me.” 

I'm still eligible. 

Q: Did you qualify? 

ARNALDO: “I did not. I got in through 
WAGR” [exemption]. 

Q: Okay, so was that this a no-brainer once 
you were exempt? 

ARNALDO: This is my first U.S. junior. It 
was pretty much a no-brainer to come play. 

Q: You also made it to the quarters of 
The Amateur Championship at Royal 
Liverpool earlier this summer. How did 
that experience, albeit links golf, prepare 
you for this week? 

ARNALDO: It's been a good summer so far. 
I mean, still have one more day [of stroke 
play], but hopefully I get to match play. I 
think in terms of match play, just taking it 
one hole at a time. Honestly, learning, that 
you're never really out of the hole, just 
because I had a couple comebacks and in 
England. I was down in a few matches. I 
think just staying gritty this week and just 
keep pushing.” 

 

 


