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U.S. Junior Amateur

Championship

July 20, 2026

Saucon Valley Country Club
Bethlehem, Pa.

First Round (Old Course)

Sohan Patel
5-under 66

Q: After opening bogey, on a par five,
what did you do to regroup? When you
bogey a part five, mentally, that
sometimes can be disheartening.

PATEL: “It's definitely not great, but the
hole that you want a bogey is the 1st hole,
because then you’ve got 17 more to
recover. | just got a bad lie in the rough, and
then compounded it hitting it into the rough
again, then hit a nice wedge close and just
missed the putt. But it is what it is. And
[found] the rough on the next one, got up
and down from like 40 yards, and then after
that, | hit it pretty solid the rest of the day.
Except for 16, but | was in the rough and
had to get up and down [for par].

| striped it otherwise, but I'm super thankful
to be playing out here. It's a great course.”

Q: You're experienced enough to know
that the first days, you just want to get
yourself into the match-play draw. And
obviously getting off to a great start,
does probably make it a little easier
going into tomorrow on the Grace
Course.

PATEL: “It's definitely a great thing,
because last year, | got off to a good start,
but it wasn't as good as, like, today. So, |
still have to grind through tomorrow in this
tournament. Nothing's given to you in this
game, especially out here on this tough golf
course that you can make some high
numbers pretty quickly. So I've got to trust
in my game and just stay levelheaded and
be very humble and honored to be here.”

Q: How good do you feel about your
game coming to this week? | know you
haven't had a win this year, but you had
a 4th at the Florida Amateur.

PATEL: “I've been feeling good. I've been
playing some good golf. | feel like some of
my scores that I've shot haven't reflected
like how I'm progressing and how my
game's getting better, but | feel like some of
the changes | made in my putter just with
my stroke [have helped]. | rolled in some
putts in today. Speed was good, which is
the key for me. | think if | roll some putts in,
as long as something bad's not happening
with my ball striking, it's normally pretty
good.”

Q: How much does the U.S. National
Development Program help your game?
Anything specific from the coaches that
has helped for this week?

PATEL: “They help us understand our
games, what our tendencies are, through
putting in stats and just understanding
where your strong strengths are and where
your weaknesses are. That's very important
to coming out here and just playing to your
strengths instead of playing to your
weaknesses, and that's known through
those stats. And also they partnered with
Trackman, which is really nice. So we got



lent a track man and that really helps you
get your numbers dialed in, know what your
path and face are on that day. So you can
kind of predict what ball flight you're hitting
with each club. So, it's been really helpful. |
can't thank them enough.”

Q: Fourth USGA championship and
second U.S. Junior Amateur for you.

PATEL: “Every time | come to a USGA
championship, I'm super thankful and | love
playing in them.”

Q: Talk about Vanderbilt and how you
are committed there.

PATEL: “We're stacked. They're gonna be
good the next couple years and I'm happy
to be going to a squad that's gonna be very
competitive and pushing me to get better
each day. And hopefully we're gonna go win
a couple national championships together.”



