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Zoe Cusack, of Potomac, Md., Def. Maria Mercedes Tablante, 7&5

Q. Zoe, that was a dominant win today, what was working for you?

A: “I hit some close approach shots and was luckily able to make a couple 8-to-10 footers
for birdie. | think that just kept the momentum going. Then on hole No. 7, Maria made a
great 40-foot putt for birdie, and | was able to respond by hitting my own 10-footer ... So,
keeping the honor and momentum, that just helped me throughout the rest of the round.”

Q: Can you tell me about your match play experience and confidence with the format?

A: “Honestly, | don't have that much confidence, but | played in a couple events this
summer that were a similar format (stroke to match play) and | lost in the first round. So |
think staying in my own game, getting off to a strong start and trying to learn from those
previous matches [is important]. Cause you only have 18 holes, and it runs out pretty
quickly. Today, just getting out to a good start was my goal.”

Q: You played in the U.S. Women’s Open at Riviera Country Club last month; did that
event help you prepare for this week?

A: “Yeah, it did for sure. | mean, this championship and the other USGA events are really
amazing. The U.S. [Women’s] Open is just next level. | mean, you're with the pros, which is
super cool, but | also think learning from there — about how the pros prepare and go about
their practice rounds - just helped me better prepare for this week.”

Q: You’re one of 10 U.S. National Junior Team players in the field, were you able to
practice or get advice from any of your teammates?

A: “Yeah, | played a practice round with Anna (Fang) and | had lunch with Grace (Carter)
one day. You see them on the range and it’s always good to see friends. | wish them all the
best.”



