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5-over 73 (second round, stroke play) 
 

Q. Walk me through your hole-in-one on the 13th hole.  

Sawaia: I knew I wasn't playing great. I knew I needed a solid round today. [I] made a good par save on 7, just tried to 
keep that momentum throughout the round. I think I was 2 over going into 13 and feeling okay about things, but still I 
knew there was a lot of golf left. 133 was the pin and felt like there was a little wind, there was a little trouble short. So 
it was either a really big pitching wedge or just kind of a chippy nine iron. And because of the wind, I hit nine iron. The 
wind was coming in off the right and kind of held [the ball] up against the wind and was on a good line. I felt like the 
way I hit it, I knew I wasn't going to be too long, because it was more club than I really needed. None of us saw it. I 
guess it one hopped and went in. I was getting my putter out of the bag and they were like, “you made it.” So, it was 
kind of shocking to our whole group, actually. It would have been nice to see it go in, but more than making a hole-in-
one, I needed that for the round to get back to even. Then, I made a couple sloppy bogeys coming in, but we'll see 
where that puts me. Hopefully, I'm going to be inside the number at day's end and I’m looking forward to making it 
tomorrow. 
 
Q. Was that the first ace in your career?  

Sawaia: No, I've made six now, I guess. I made another one in competition, which was kind of fun, that was years ago. 
But this was timely, for sure. When you make something like that, it's more like picking up two strokes than making a 
hole in one. So it came at a good time, I needed it. It would have been nice to finish a little bit stronger after that, but 
like I said, we'll see. I think my seed possibly could have been a little bit better had I finished better, but it's just a 
demanding [course], the greens are demanding. You get a little bit off line on the tee, you get some overhanging 
branches, and you have to hit a lot of creative shots that I'm certainly not used to, playing from the desert in [Las] 
Vegas. So yeah, it was fun. This is a great event. You guys do a great job, and to make a hole-in-one in a USGA event is 
pretty special. 

Q. Building off your experience from your USGA debut last year, how are you looking to approach 
match play going into tomorrow?  

Sawaia: The Honors Course was a different animal. It was really, really difficult. Not that this place isn't challenging, I 
thought last year, I kind of shot myself out of it in the first round and just the way the scores went, I had a really good 
second day, and finished really strong that year to get into match play. I knew I needed to reset, and once you're in 
match play, everything starts from zero and you get a fresh start. You're playing a competitor instead against the 
score. I didn't do a really good job of that, I gave too many holes away. Chip Lutz, who beat me, he's a champion and 
just a great player and he played really, really good, didn't give me anything. So I was happy to make it that far. I felt 
like I could make it again this year, but I feel like after playing it one time and having a little bit more experience, I kind 
of know what to expect, and I’m starting to get a better feel for the golf course and kind of where to leave it around 
[the greens] and where you need to drive it, to stay away from some of these overhanging limbs that are that kind of 
sneaky. So I think I have a better idea of where to put the ball. Match play is just fairways and greens and anything can 
happen. The kid [Mason Howell] that won the U.S. Amateur was 60th, he was in the playoff. Obviously, the guys that 
are playing well this week are going to be playing guys that just snuck in. If you're playing well out here, that's an 
advantage, but match play is a completely different game. So having done it one time at this level, I’m excited to kind 
of get to it again. 


