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[Henry Guan, Irving, Texas; def.
medalist Mason Howell, 1 up)

Q. That’s a really big win over the No. 1
seed.

Henry Guan: Really tough competitor. Really
tough player...First off, Mason is an incredible
player. This guy hits it long, putts it well. He
does everything really well, and there’s a reason
why he got medalist. But obviously going into
the event, | didn’t think | was going to be the 64
seed. | know | had the game [to win]. | just
didn’t have it these past couple of days, but like
everyone says, match play is a different beast.
Just keep doing what | am doing and tweak a
couple of things and we’ll be ready for the next
match.

Q. He won the first two holes. What did
you say to yourself to regain the
momentum because you won the next
three in a row and never relinquished the
lead?

Henry Guan: Anything can happen. | definitely
needed to change something mid-round
because | knew this guy was not going to let
down. And | did tweak some things with my
swing and a couple of things with my chipping
and putting. | just have to adapt to this golf
course still. And | think | did that pretty
successfully. | made a couple of putts, made a
couple of birdies while he made a couple of pars

[and bogeys] and won a couple of holes from
there.

Q. Was 16 the key hole?

Henry Guan: | think 16 was the most important
hole of the day. But you can also say that on 14
as well. Three-putted from off the green for par.
We both did. He chipped and | putted. Sixteen,
because of his length, | knew he was going to
make a birdie (had a putt for eagle). And | knew
| had to make birdie the hard way, and |
absolutely did that...56 yards, just a little dead-
hand wedge and stuck it to to 5 feet.

Q. And you had another short birdie putt
to close it out on 17 but missed?

Henry Guan: | would be lying if | said | wasn’t
nervous. | probably was. | don’t think that
affected the putt. | just don’t think | hit a great
putt, and we had to go to the [18th] hole.

Q. You had a first-round match at last
year’s U.S. Amateur that went 25 holes
(loss to Garrett Engle). Did that experience
play any role today?

Henry Guan: You definitely get experience
playing those big-pressure moments. Playing in
these [USGA amateur] tournaments and playing
match play over and over again, you are
eventually going to get used to it. By the time
you get used to it, you will be ready for the
matches to come for sure.

Q. This is a home game for you living a
short drive away? How nice has that been?

Henry Guan: 35 minutes away. | am staying at
home...It"s definitely nice. Get to sleep in my
own bed. Get to chill in a proper way rather
than just being at a hotel. That’s a very nice
thing.



