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Q. How would you assess your two days, 
shooting 12-under 130? 

Makloski: It was kind of like we both had our 
moments when we were good and both had our 
moments when we were bad, and they didn’t 
overlap too much, so it worked out pretty good. 

Have you ever played as a team before in this 
championship? 

Prater: No. 

Colin, you had quite a 2023. Qualifying for the 
U.S. Amateur at Cherry Hills, being named 
Colorado Player of the Year for a second time. 
Kind of a renaissance in your late-20s? 

Prater: Dad life. My wife is due in July [with our 
second child]. Super lucky. It’s such a fun 
week to be out here with Jimmy just playing 
golf. I had never played golf in the Northeast 
before. We’re just trying to cherish it and make 
memories, and try to make a lot of birdies. 

How much did your U.S. Amateur success 
last year help you this week? 

Prater: It’s huge. Just kind of knowing how 
they are going to make the course [play]. No 
matter how you mentally prepare, it’s always 
harder than you thought it was going to be. 

Does coaching help with your own golf 
games? 

Makloski: For me, it’s helped sharpen my 
mental game a little bit. That’s all I do is help 
them manage the course, so I should be pretty 
good at it. I’ve just got to remember how to hit 
shots. 

Prater: Practice what you preach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is school now done for the year? 

Prater: I missed finals week to be out here. 

So nice to have time off in the summer to 
play/practice? 

Prater: Yeah, definitely. But I am thinking I’m 
preparing now for baby No. 2 than I am for my 
golf game. 

How do you now switch gears to match 
play? 

Makloski: You just have to play well. Everyone 
who is going to make it is going to be good. 
We’ve just got to make a bunch of birdies. 
(Makloski made a 15-footer for birdie on the 
final hole for a 67 and 12-under 130 total) 

Thoughts on today’s round? 

Prater: I was hitting a lot of nice shots, I just 
couldn’t make a putt. We had some trouble 
reading putts today. 

 


