U.S. Amateur Four-Ball

5/25/2024
Philadelphia, Pa., USA
Philadelphia Cricket Club

Tug Maude & John Sawin

Q. With you guys being from this area
originally, does this championship feel a
little bit like a homecoming to you at all?

Sawin: Absolutely, yeah. It’s a blast to be here.
We've played a lot here over the years, and we
have family and friends out here supporting us, so
it's been a blast.

Maude: Yeah, we've played a lot of high school
matches and state events and casual rounds, and |
think that definitely helps. We’re comfortable, and
like John said, we have a lot of fanfare here and
people rooting us on so it was fun.

Q. You guys mentioned having played a lot
of significant events around here growing
up. Have you played in any significant
events nearby recently?

Maude: | played the state open, which | believe was
2021 or 2022 out here. Had a lot of fun, it was very
similar to today. Started to get a little warm, but |
think I finished middle of the pack then. I didn’t
play great, but I made the cut.

Sawin: | haven’t played a competition here since
college, but the memories come flooding right
back.

Q. How would you describe your
familiarity with the course?

Maude: Yeah, I've played here quite a bit. My
caddie is the hospitality chair for the event - he
brought me out here in September, and we had a
little tune-up then, playing with some good
players. Very very comfortable and very familiar.

Sawin: Yeah | wouldn’t say | necessarily have any
local knowledge, but it just feels familiar. It’s the
kind of golf we grew up on, the kind of grass we
grew up on. Firm greens, and yeabh, it fits right in
with our style of golf.
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Q. Given your familiarity with the course,
were there any surprises out there today
in terms of setup?

Maude: No, | think it kind of played where we
thought it would. There were a couple of tucked
pins that were tough. We had surprises with a lot of
putts that looked like they were in the hole - they
horse-shoed out a few too many times, but nothing
other than that was a big surprise.

Sawin: Yeah, | mean the team has done an
awesome job preparing the golf course and setting
it up. I think it’s going to be a great championship.

Q. What were your expectations coming
into the week?

Maude: John was playing great in the practice
round, striping it. | unfortunately had a bad back
last week, so | was almost coming in here with zero
expectations. But the back feels good, and saw a
put go in on the first hole, made a birdie, and from
there on it was ‘Let’s g0’.

Sawin: Yeah, | think, at least speaking for myself at
this point in my career, | don’t really have any
expectations. I'm just enjoying being out here and
whatever we get, we get. We're going to have a
blast either way. The goal was just to get a tee time
on Monday morning, and | think we put ourselves
in a good position to do that. We're going to need
another good round tomorrow. But once you get
into match play in a USGA event, anything can
happen, so it'd be really fun to have that shot
starting Monday morning.



