2018 U.S. Senior Open Championship
Golf Course Setup Notes — Round 2 (Friday, June 29)
Prepared by Ben Kimball, USGA

Green Speeds — approximately 11 feet 6 inches on the Stimpmeter. We achieved this
speed with a double cut on all greens with the exception of Holes 1, 4, and 8.

Firmness — We continue to see a marginal reduction of firmness day over day. To maintain
turf health, we will continue to apply water in between the morning and afternoon waves, but
we expect only minimal amounts will be required. Given the fact that we are facing high
temperatures again in the Colorado Springs area, we continue to pace ourselves when it
comes to golf course firmness but the players should be able to feel/see an appreciable
difference overall from Thursday.

Weather forecast:

Here is today’s weather forecast from Jake Swick of Thor Guard:

Once again today we are dealing with a Red Flag Warning for the hot, dry and gusty
weather that we'll see this afternoon, so stay in the shade when possible, drink lots of water
and take precautions with anything flammable. Southwest winds yesterday most likely
brought the smoke we experienced last evening from the Spring fire about 100 miles to our
southwest and since it is 0 percent contained with over 14,000 acres burned, we may see
some lingering smoke at times this morning, but more should be expected again later on
this afternoon. Dewpoints will also be lower today spending most of the day in the 20s,
maybe trying to jump up into the 30s briefly this morning and then they could drop into the
10s at times this afternoon. Lower humidity means when we see the sun, temps can jump
up faster. The good news is that we'll see some clouds mix with our hazy sunshine at times
this morning and then we should find periods of clouds and hazy sun this afternoon. Even
though it'll be drier today, it will not be quite as hot today with highs in the low to mid 90s
here at The Broadmoor with mid to high 90s in town. I'm keeping a 20% chance of thunder
in the forecast when the clouds build from lunchtime on this afternoon, but the models show
the donut hole we've been in the last two afternoons to be bigger this afternoon so I'm
dropping us down to a 0% chance of rain for today.

The same cannot be said of tomorrow as a piece of upper level energy will combine with a
surface boundary to give us a better chance of active weather. Look for a cool northerly
wind to push in during the morning hours on Saturday and that will drop our temps back into
the 50s briefly before the wind settles down midday. That is when we'll have our best
chance of trying to get past 80 degrees early to mid-afternoon. Right now the models show
a line of clouds with even some light showers halfway between Denver and Colorado
Springs holding temps in the 60s all day Saturday (almost reminiscent of this past Sunday!).
Fortunately we seem to be on the south side of those clouds, so we'll see how warm we can
get before showers and storms in the mountains push out into the Plains. All the models
show the same scenario playing out tomorrow afternoon, it could just be that we are right on
the southern edge of the activity that will either hit or clip us after 3 p.m., especially around 6
p.m. and then exiting around or after 9 p.m. For now I'll just put a 60% chance of showers
and storms at 6 p.m. Saturday to wait and see another run or two before going up another
notch. The good news in all this is that Sunday morning looks beautiful with lows close to
50, then light winds and sunshine will warm us up toward 80 Sunday afternoon. It's not all
peaches and cream though as we may have to watch out for a shower or storm in
mountains later in the afternoon (40% chance right now).




Winds are generally light to start this morning, but a 5-10 mph gust from the southwest,
west or northwest is possible over the next few hours. Look for the wind to battle again later
on this morning as westerly flow fights easterly flow at times at 5-15 mph. As we progress
into the afternoon hours, we should find a similar afternoon to yesterday with the average
wind direction coming from the south and southwest. Speeds will once again jump around
this afternoon too, at 5-15 mph for a time followed by 10-20 mph for awhile. Despite seeing
that high gust over 25 mph yesterday, today still does look like it'll overall be maybe around
2 mph less than yesterday.

Tonight into Saturday is when the wind gets even more interesting (if that is possible!).
South to southwest flow this evening will dramatically change in the middle of the night to
become a northerly wind. The wind tonight could gust over 20 mph at times, especially 3 to
9 a.m. Saturday. Gusty northerly flow early Saturday is supposed to let up and transition
over to an east and maybe even southeast wind midday at 5-15 mph. Then once the storms
blow through by late afternoon, northerly winds will return and be even gustier for a time,
potentially pushing 30 mph at times in the evening. Again, the good news is that Sunday
morning's wind is lighter occasionally out of the north and west, then we should find an ever
increasing southeast wind Sunday afternoon, first at 5-15 mph and then 10-20 mph late.

Setup Information

The following are the specific hole yardages (tee to hole location) for Round 2:

Hole 1 (par 4) — 429

Wind: Tee shot — slightly into; Approach shot — slightly into

Hole Location: 19-14L — center back

Notes: The opening hole will play slightly into today’s forecasted winds again to a hole
location that is located in the back-middle portion of the green. A small ridge that runs up
the middle of this green will repel balls back down to the right if the approach shot does not
have enough to carry.

Hole 2 (par 4) — 338

Wind: hurting wind coming from right to left on tee shot and approach

Hole Location: 12-8L — middle front left

Notes: The only hole on the course that does not have an intermediate rough cut which will
give the fairway the appearance of being even narrower. We did bevel-cut the edge of the
fairway rough again yesterday to try to provide the player a slightly better lie if their ball
comes to rest against the rough edge. Hybrids or irons off the tee will leave players with a
wonderful opportunity to attack this middle-front location, which is closely guarded by front
bunkers. Putts from the center of the green, down mountain, toward this area of the green
are not as fast as one would think.

Hole 3 (par 5) — 594

Wind: downwind for both tee shot and approach

Hole Location: 7-5L — front left

Notes: Expect to see plenty of birdies and possibly eagles on this hole again today as the
forecasted winds will be favorable. This green is tilted from back to front so players should
face some quick downhill and sidehill breaking putts to this hole location that is only 7 paces
from the front edge of the green.

Hole 4 (par 3) - 170

Wind: Right to left and hurting; into at times

Hole Location: 29-5R — back right

Notes: Donald Ross’ most daunting green on the golf course. Anything left below the hole
here off the tee should be considered a quality shot. The healthy rough that surrounds this




green will make any up and down challenging. Today’s hole location is in an expanded
section of the back-right portion of this green. This hole location was not available to us in
2008. Tee markers have been pushed up 7 paces to allow players a better chance to get
back to this portion of the green. The safe play is a tee shot to the center of the green,
leaving an uphill putt to the hole location. Getting up and down from off the green on this
hole today will be extremely challenging.

Hole 5 (par 4) — 438

Wind: into the wind from right to left

Hole Location: 24-5L — back left

Notes: A straightaway hole that begins your climb back toward the finishing holes of the
front nine. Players will likely be gasping for a little air as they head up this fairway, though it
gives the appearance of being relatively flat. The back-left hole location is accessible, but
there are several shadows that are cast over this green making it hard to read most pultts.
Hole 6 (par 4) — 397

Wind: into the wind from right to left

Hole Location: 11-7R — front right

Notes: Our first look at one of many dogleg-left holes on the golf course. Players can
gamble and try to take a harder line over the fairway bunkers, which will leave them with a
wider landing area (29-30 yards) as opposed to laying back and having to be more precise.
This hole location is the only one that we will see on the right side of this green this week,
given the severity of the pitch from back right to front left. Most putts will require a big swing
from left to right to cozy up next to the hole. Approach shots hit on the front half of the green
have a good chance of spinning/rolling back down into the swale in front of the green.

Hole 7 (par 4) — 419

Wind: into the wind from right to left

Hole Location: 12-5R— front/middle right

Notes: Similar to Hole 6, this dogleg left will give players a chance to choose how
aggressive they want to be off the tee. An uphill approach to today’s hole location tucked
over the front-right bunker may appear difficult from the fairway because the player may not
be able to see most of the flagstick. Behind the hole location, players should be able to use
the back-to-front pitch of the putting green to get the ball close.

Hole 8 (par 3) — 138

Prevailing Wind: left to right and slightly hurting at times

Hole Location: 10-6L — front left

Notes: Tee markers have been pushed up 32 yards here today to give players less club to
attack a hole location tucked in the front-left portion of this green. We should see players
using the pronounced ridge in the middle of the green to allow the ball to release down to
the hole. Tee shots that come to rest right of this ridge will leave players with a very difficult
putt breaking hard from their right to left.

Hole 9 (par 5) - 534

Wind: Left to right on tee shot and hurting on approach shot

Hole Location: 14-12L — middle left

Notes: The shortest par 5 on the golf course played to an over-par stroke average
yesterday due to the challenging hole location. Longer hitters should be able to get to this
green in two if they use the severely canting left-to-right fairway to their advantage. The hole
today is probably in the most accessible location, so | would envision seeing the scoring
average change on this hole significantly. A small backstop behind the hole should give
players a good opportunity to make up some shots to par before entering the toughest
stretch of holes on the golf course.



Hole 10 (par 4) — 502

Prevailing Wind: slightly down and across wind from 3-4 o’clock

Hole Location: 25-8R — back right

Notes: Another hole that favors a big right-to-left tee shot to a fairway that gets larger the
more you challenge the dogleg. A downhill, down mountain approach to a green that
pitches more front to back will be a different look than what players see anywhere else on
the golf course. The approach shot into this green is where players likely feel the yardage
adjustment to altitude the most. The hole location is in the back-right quadrant and any putts
from hole high should be speedy as the green begins to fall away to the right just 4 paces or
so beyond the hole.

Hole 11 (par 4) — 463

Wind: dead into the wind

Hole Location: 23-7L — just beyond middle left

Notes: Tee markers have been moved up 20 paces today anticipating the afternoon winds
that will pick up. The second of a tough four-hole stretch gives us another dogleg left to an
elevated green with a hole location in an area today where balls tend to funnel in the back-
left portion. The hole location itself is in a relatively flat area of the green, but players putting
from hole-high right will face a heavy breaking right-to-left putt.

Hole 12 (par 3) — 220

Wind: predominantly coming from 4-5 o’clock off the tee

Hole Location: 13-10L — front/middle left

Notes: Tee markers are moved up 18 yards from where they were yesterday to
accommodate this hole location, which is just 13 paces over the bunkers that front this
green. Distance control on this downhill shot will be at premium today and players should
look to use the center ridge line to allow their tee shot to funnel down to the left side of this
green. A score of 3 on this hole at any time should be celebrated.

Hole 13 (par 4) — 484

Wind: slightly downwind from left to right

Hole Location: 19-5R — back right

Notes: The first of two available dogleg rights on the golf course should be aided by the
wind helping from the south/southwest. We have moved the tee markers up 14 paces to
allow players to potentially have a better look at this back hole location. Approach shots left
hole high should give players a good look to make birdie, given that putts from this portion
of the green do not have as much movement as other areas.

Hole 14 (par 4) — 418

Wind: hurting from noon to 2 o’clock

Hole Location: 8-6L — front left

Notes: Another dogleg left to an uphill approach that will likely continue to have players
fluctuating on yardage. Today’s front hole location is in a relatively benign area; however,
any putts from above the hole will be speedy due to being slightly down mountain.

Hole 15 (par 4) — 469

Wind: slightly downwind from left to right

Hole Location: 23-5L — front left

Notes: The turn for home begins with another dogleg left with a fairway that peaks and then
dives from left to right slightly, which could cause the ball to chase out a little. The back-left
hole location will test distance control, but approach shots left in the middle of the green
should leave an easy uphill putt to the back quadrant of this green.

Hole 16 (par 3) — 174

Wind: slightly downwind from left to right



Hole Location: 12-5R — middle/front right

Notes: Tee markers are slightly forward but have been pushed to the left-hand side of this
tee, which should bring the front bunker into play more than the previous day. The hole
location is in an accessible position, but it appears hidden behind the grass bunker face of
the greenside bunker. Putts from above the hole are downhill and severely breaking from
right to left. Determining how much break to play will be key as putts will begin to roll out.
Hole 17 (par 4) — 538

Wind: downwind

Hole Location: 12-7L — front left

Notes: The longest par 4 on the course will play downwind for most of the day. | continue to
expect this hole to be very demanding, but players should be able to use the open/flat
approach to chase balls onto this green. A front-left hole location should give players a
better opportunity for par or better which will be a nice reprieve from yesterday.

Hole 18 (par 4) — 424

Wind: left to right and slightly hurting

Hole Location: 5-9R — back left

Notes: We are using the player’s left tee today which will present a more straightforward
look at this fairway. The hole location is situated in the front-right portion of this green.
Approach shots that find the bowl in the middle of this green will leave players with a testy
downhill putt.

Total yardage

Front 9 (par 36) 3,457

Back 9 (par 34) 3,692

Total (par 70) 7,149




