
 

 

 

 

2017 U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball Fact Sheet 
 
May 27-31, 2017 
The Dunes Golf & Beach Club, Myrtle Beach, S.C. (thedunesclub.net) 
http://www.usga.org/womensfourball | twitter.com/USGA | facebook.com/USGA | 
instagram.com/USGA | #USWFourBall  
 
Course Setup 
The Dunes Golf & Beach Club will be set up at 6,298 yards and will play to a par of 36-36–72. Based 
on the setup, the Course Rating™ is 77.1 and the Slope Rating® is 142.   
 
The Dunes Golf & Beach Club Hole by Hole  
Hole 1 2 3 4  5 6 7 8 9 Total 
Par 4 4 4 5 3 4 4 5 3 36 
Yards 381 390 370 460 135 360 378 505 160 3,139 
         
 
Hole 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Total 
Par 4 4 3 5 4 5 4 3 4 36  
Yards 340 370 175 520 359 500 335 185 375 3,159 
              
Note: Yardages subject to change. 
 
About The Dunes Golf & Beach Club  
Designed in 1948 by Robert Trent Jones Sr., the course features sandy, rolling terrain along the 
Atlantic Ocean where trees frame the fairways. The 13th hole, known as “Waterloo,” is considered 
one of the premier holes in the United States. The course has been renovated three times this 
century. In 2013, Rees Jones, the architect’s son, converted the greens from bentgrass to 
bermudagrass and modified tees and bunkers. 

Admission 
Admission is free. Tickets are not required for this USGA championship and spectators are 
encouraged to attend. 

Entries 
The championship is open to sides of female amateur golfers, each of whom has a Handicap Index® 
not exceeding 14.4. The USGA accepted 335 entries for the 2017 championship, one less than the 
record number set at the inaugural championship in 2015. Entries closed on Aug. 10, 2016. 

Championship Field 
A starting field of 64 sides (128 golfers) will compete in the U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball 
Championship. Following 18-hole rounds of stroke play on May 27 and 28, the field will be cut to the 
low 32 sides for match play. Five 18-hole rounds of match play will determine the champion. 

Sectional Qualifying Sectional qualifying was 
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conducted over 18 holes at 26 sites between Aug. 23, 2016 and April 17, 2017. 

Exempt Players 
The following eight sides – 16 players – are fully exempt into the 2017 U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-
Ball: 
 

• Alexandra Austin and Lauren Greenlief (2016 U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball 
semifinalists) 

• Jaravee Boonchant and Ya Chun Chang (top 400 in the World Amateur Golf Ranking™ as 
of the close of entries) 

• Alice Chen and Taylor Totland (top 400 in the World Amateur Golf Ranking™ as of the close 
of entries) 

• Brittany Fan and Esther Lee (top 400 in the World Amateur Golf Ranking™ as of the close of 
entries) 

• Hailee Cooper and Kaitlyn Papp (2016 U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball champions) 
• Angelina Kim and Brianna Navarrosa (2016 U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball runners-up) 
• Bailey Tardy and Monica Vaughn (top 400 in the World Amateur Golf Ranking™ as of the 

close of entries) 
• Maria Torres and Samantha Wagner (top 400 in the World Amateur Golf Ranking™ as of the 

close of entries) 

Schedule of Play 
Practice rounds will take place May 25-26, and the championship schedule is as follows: 

May 27 (Saturday): First round, stroke play 
May 28 (Sunday): Second round, stroke play 
May 29 (Monday): First round, match play 
May 30 (Tuesday): Second and quarterfinal rounds, match play 
May 31 (Wednesday): Semifinal and championship rounds, match play 

What the Winners Receive  
• A 10-year exemption from qualifying for the U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball, provided the 

side remains intact 
• A gold medal and custody of the U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball Trophy for one year  

 
2016 Championship 
Texans Hailee Cooper, of Montgomery, and Kaitlyn Papp, of Austin, needed 19 holes to defeat 13-
year-old Californians Angelina Kim, of Los Angeles, and Brianna Navarrosa, of San Diego, in the 
championship match on the 6,216-yard, par-72 Streamsong Blue at Streamsong (Fla.) Resort. The 
final wasn’t decided until Kim and Navarrosa both three-putted for their only bogey of the match on 
the par-4 first (19th) hole. Navarrosa pushed her 10-foot par putt and Kim lipped out from 4 feet. Papp 
had already secured her side’s par by converting from 4 feet, although Cooper did have a 25-foot 
birdie putt to win that raced past the hole. 

Championship History 
The U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball Championship was inaugurated in 2015 on the Pacific Dunes 
Course at Bandon Dunes Golf Resort in Bandon, Ore. With the U.S. Amateur Four-Ball, which also 
debuted in 2015, the championships are the first annual additions to the USGA competitive schedule 



 

since the U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur began in 1987. 

Future U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball Sites          
April 28-May 2, 2018: El Caballero Country Club, Tarzana, Calif. 
April 27-May 1, 2019: Timuquana Country Club, Jacksonville, Fla. 
 
What is the Difference Between Four-Ball and Foursomes? 
While each involves four players, four-ball and foursome are different formats.  

• In four-ball, matches are played in pairs (a player and a partner, called a side, against another 
player and partner), with each golfer playing his or her own ball on each hole. At the end of 
each hole, the player with the lowest score wins that hole for the side. In stroke play, the low 
score is the side’s score for that hole. 

• Foursomes matches are also played in pairs (one side against another side), but each pair 
only plays with one ball. In this format, each player takes turns hitting the ball from the teeing 
grounds and during play of each hole, with “Player A” hitting the tee shot, “Player B” the 
second shot, “Player A” the third, and so on. While the side can choose the order, if “Player A” 
hits the tee shots on odd-numbered holes, “Player B” must hit them on even-numbered holes. 

 
USGA Championships at The Dunes Golf & Beach Club  
1962 U.S. Women’s Open: Murle Lindstrom by two strokes over Ruth Jessen and JoAnn Prentice  
1977 U.S. Senior Women’s Amateur: Dorothy Porter by one stroke over Alice Dye 
 
USGA Championships in South Carolina 
The 2017 U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball will be the 17th USGA championship conducted in South 
Carolina. The first was the 1955 U.S. Girls’ Junior at Florence Country Club, won by Carole Jo Kabler 
over JoAnne Gunderson Carner. Most recently, the 2015 U.S. Junior Amateur, won by Philip 
Barbaree, was conducted at Colleton River Plantation Club in Bluffton. Looking ahead, the 2019 U.S. 
Women’s Open will be conducted at the Country Club of Charleston. 
 
Media Information  
To apply for media credentials, visit usga.org/media.html. This site also hosts important championship 
information, which is regularly updated in the lead up to and throughout the championship. 

The USGA will offer daily, complimentary high-resolution photographs during the U.S. Women’s 
Amateur Four-Ball strictly for editorial use. For more information, email photorequests@usga.org.       

Contact Joey Flyntz for more information regarding U.S. Women’s Amateur Four-Ball coverage at 
jflyntz@usga.org, 908-326-1935 (office) or 443-472-0846 (mobile). 
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